


"a I a » 2 © © a a @ rs 





winter 2007/08 volume 30 number 4 magazine.concordia.ca 


Alumni Profile: 
Night Vision 


Through her striking nighttime 
photographs, Linda Rutenberg, 
S BA 74, MFA 86, reveals 
hidden botanical wonders 

in The Garden at Night. 


by Rhonda Mullins 


Think Global, 
Teach Local 


Concordia's Loyola 
International College, one 
of five colleges in the 
Faculty of Arts and 
Science, offers its 
students a distinctive 
humanities and social 
science education with an 
international slant. 


by Julie Gedeon 





This publication is printed on 100% 
recycled paper, including 20% post 
consumer waste. For each ton of 
recycled paper that displaces 
a ton of virgin paper, it reduces 
total energy consumption by 27%, 
greenhouse gas emissions by 47%, 
particulate emissions by 28%, 
wastewater by 33%, solid waste by 
54% and wood use by 100%. 
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Cover: Parrot Orchid 
(Angulor Rucken), 
by photographer 
Linda Rutenberg, 
from her book The 
Garden at Night. 


Credit: Linda 
Rutenberg 


Onscreen 
Activism 


Concordia’s popular Cinema 
Politica film series attracts 
riveting and controversial 
political documentary films 
to the campus. 


by Howard Bokser 





Becoming unreasonable 


n its October 22 cover, Maclean’s 


magazine asked, “Are we 

becoming a nation of bigots?” 
This question came on the heels of 
several recent national surveys that 
revealed Canadians’ surprisingly low 
tolerance for newcomers’ cultural and 
religious practices and, more overtly, 
the racist sentiments voiced by a long 
line of speakers this fall at Quebec’s 
Consultation Commission on 
Accommodation Practices Related 
to Cultural Differences (a.k.a. the 
Bouchard-Taylor Commission). 

You might have heard of it. During 
its 17-stop tour across the province 
from September to November, it 
seemed Quebec English and French 
media reported on nothing else. 

Many of those who spoke in public or 
focus groups to the Gommission and its 
co-chairs, sociologist Gérard Bouchard 
and philosopher Charles Taylor, pleaded 
for an open and inclusive society. 
But a disturbing number spewed 
anti- Muslim and anti-Semitic 
rhetoric, singling out the Hasidic 
community in the Laurentians and 
hijab-, niqab- and burka-wearing 
Muslim women, among others, as 
examples of residents who appear 
unwilling to assimilate into our sec- 
ular society. Some of their anxiety 
was almost comical. For example, 
many feel threatened by the pres- 
ence of kosher or halal products in 
their stores. Will organic and vegan 
foods be next on the hit list? 

The Commission's creation flowed 
from a stronger political current in 
Quebec. From kirpans in the class- 
room to glazed windows at a YMCA to 
a young female soccer player who was 
ejected for wearing a hijab, patience 
for religious expression (other than 
that of Christianity) has been dwind- 
ling. In an open letter released in 





January, Mario Dumont, BA 93, leader of 


the Action démocratique du Québec, the 
province's official opposition party, 
promised to protect Quebecers’ “common 
values and assert our collective personal- 
ity.” Not to be outdone, Premier Jean 
Charest established the Bouchard-Taylor 
Commission soon afterwards in response, 
according to its mandate, “to public dis- 
content over reasonable accommodation.” 
“Reasonable accommodation” has be- 
come the hottest two-word button in this 
province since “sovereignty association.” 
Its very phrasing implies that Quebec 
minorities’ demands have become 


unreasonable to a fed-up majority. 


WELL, LOOK ON 
THE BRIGHT SDE: 


At LEAST PEOPLE 
ARE SPELLING 


ACCOMMODATION 


CORRECTLY..,, 


“é 
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This sentiment stems from the steady 
rise of an immigrant presence that was 
bound to frighten a formerly homoge- 
neous society with a love of its heritage 
but a shrinking birth rate. The “code 
of life” written by the town elders of 
Hérouxville and the proposal from Parti 
Québécois leader Pauline Marois to ex- 
tend full political rights for a Quebec 
citizenship (in a newly established na- 
tion) only to those who can speak French 
are just two examples of how Québécois 
have tried to mark their cultural territory. 

Quebecers’ impulses to protect the 
French culture is understandable. If new 
arrivals and their offspring don’t embrace 
our ethos, Western-style liberal democ- 
racy, separation of religion and state and 
the preservation of Quebec’s customs 
could be threatened in the long run. 
While Gérard Bouchard warned against 
such alarmist thinking at a Commission 
hearing in October, he added, “[W]e have 
a duty to make sure all immigrants 
become as integrated as possible 
in our society, that they share our 
fundamental values.” 

One solution to this dilemma 
would be to generate further op- 
portunities for integration. The 
more meaningful interaction we 
have with others, the less we feel 
threatened. Concordia has long 
been a crucible for this type of 
mixture. While it hasn't always 
led to harmony (the Benjamin 
Netanyahu incident in 2002 
springs to mind), a vital part of 
our students’ education is the 
university's diverse cultural mi- 
lieu. Rather than crafting—and 
passing—laws of exclusion, 
Quebec should look for more ef- 
fective ways to bring our cultural 
and religious solitudes together, 
a la Concordia, lest we become, 
indeed, a nation of bigots. m 
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Michael Di Grappa named Acting President 


ichael Di Grappa, BA 84, 
M Concordia Vice-President, 
Services, has been appointed 
by the Board of Governors to fill the post 
of University President until an interim 
president is named. Board Chair Peter 
Kruyt, BGomm 78, made the announce- 
ment October 18, and Di Grappa officially 
assumed the role of Acting President on 
November 1, after the departure of Claude 
Lajeunesse. 

“Having been an active member of the 
Concordia community for close to three 
decades, Michael has the depth of under- 
standing, experience and track record 
to provide the leadership we need at this 
time,” Kruyt said. “We thank him for 
agreeing to take on this assignment, and 
for his commitment to the University.” 

A1984, graduate of the School of 
Community and Public Affairs, Di Grappa 


strategic units into an effective 
business operation. He served 
as the Concordia University 
Alumni Association's president 
from 1996 to 1998 and was hon- 
oured with the Alumni 
Association’s Distinguished 
Service Award in 2000. 

When asked how he felt about 
his appointment, Di Grappa 
replied, “Il am honoured to be 
given the opportunity. I look 
forward to working closely 
with Dr. [Louise] Dandurand 
as Interim Provost and Vice- 
President, Research and 
Graduate Studies, our colleagues 





MarIon ELISSALDE 


and the other members of the 
Acting President Michael Di Grappa is a former S 


Concordia University Alumni Association 
president. ensure that the University keeps 


senior administrative team, to 


moving forward. The successful 


earned a Master’s of Public Policy and Administration conclusion of outstanding labour negotiations remains a 
degree from Columbia University in New York. He began personal priority.” 

his Concordia career in 1986. He has been Vice-President, The search for an interim president will be conducted 
Services, since March 2000, leading the University’s ambi- by a working group that includes the executive committee 
tious $4,.00-million construction project and bringing 10 of the Board, Dandurand and Di Grappa. m 


President Claude Lajeunesse leaves Concordia 


n October 31, Claude 
C) Lajeunesse stepped down as 
President of Concordia 
University. Since August 1, 2005, he 
had served as the University’s fifth 
President and Vice-Chancellor. 

In an announcement issued in 
September, Peter Kruyt, Chair of 
Concordia’s Board of Governors, said, 
“IT wish to thank Claude and publicly 
recognize his achievements, leader- 
ship and commitment over the past 
two years. Under his direction, we have 
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continued to make In a statement to the commu- 


progress on all fronts, nity, President Lajeunesse said, 
attracting a growing “Iam very proud and honoured 
number of talented stu- to have led this institution for 
dents and faculty from the past two years. We have de- 
around the world by of- veloped a talented, dedicated 
fering innovative and and professional leadership 


top quality programs group that has worked to rein- 





CHRISTIAN FLEURY 


and research. The force Concordia on many 


Concordia community fronts. I leave a university that 


Claude Lajeunesse 


is also benefiting from is in very capable hands and is 
significant investments poised to take the next great 
in the upgrading of our facilities.” step in its development.” m 


SUS TAIN AB 


L | 
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Concordia’s R4 awarded nearly 
$50,000 for its composting project 


oncordia takes sustainability 
seriously—and it hasn't gone 
unnoticed. 

In August, EcoAction, a Canadian 
government program that supports 
environmental ventures, awarded 
$45,900 to Concordia’s R4, Compost 
(Loyola) project to build a compost- 
ing facility on the Loyola Campus. 

R4, (Rethink, Reduce/Reuse, 
Recycle) promotes the reduction, 
reuse and recycling of the daily waste 
the Concordia community generates. 
R4, will allocate the funds toward the 
purchase and set-up of a composting 
system to process 100 tons of organic 
waste—including raw fruits and veg- 
etables, meat, dairy and oil 
products—from the Campus’s cafés 
and cafeterias. The composted waste 
will produce 30 to 50 tons of fertile 
earth that will replace chemical fertil- 
izers spread out on the Loyola 
erounds’ flower beds and grass. 

Chantal Beaudoin, BGomm 05, 
R4,’s coordinator, highlights the R4, 
Compost project’s other benefits. 
“Engineering and Computer Science 
students will use the composting fa- 
cility for research as part of their 
Capstone Project. We'll have volun- 
teers working on the project and we ll 
attract students from other universi- 
ties for internships,” Beaudoin says. 

Following the EcoAction grant in 
September, R4, received a $4,000 
Forces Avenir Award in the 
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Environment category. (Two 
Concordia students, Kinia 
Adamczyk and Jose Gabriel Bran 
Lopez, also won in the Personality 
Awards — Undergraduates category.) 
Both the Quebec and Canadian gov- 
ernments as well as business groups 
fund the Forces Avenir Awards, 
which honour students and student- 
initiated projects for outstanding 
community service work and raising 
social consciousness. 

R4, is a working group of Sustain- 
able Concordia (sustainable.concordia.ca), 
a collaborative effort aimed at creat- 
ing a culture of sustainability and 
motivating the University community 
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Please address editorial 
correspondence to: 

The Editor, Howard Bokser, 
Advancement and Alumni Relations, 
Concordia University, 

1455 De Maisonneuve Blvd. West, 
Montreal, Quebec H3G 1M8 


to become more ecologically, socially 
and economically conscious. Other 
Sustainable Concordia initiatives 
include Allégo Concordia, Sustainable 
Ambassadors, the Campus 
Sustainability Assessment Project, 
the Concordia Greenhouse, 1%: 
Sustainability Action Fund, 
Blueprints for Change: Sustainability 
Festival and the Sustainable Business 
Conference. m 


The 2008 Sustainable Business 


Conference, whose theme is Foods for 
Thought, will be held March 14 at 
Concordia’s D.B. Clarke Theatre, 
14.55 De Maisonneuve Blvd. West. 








R4's Chantal Beaudoin, far left, and Louise Henault-Ethier, Alexis Fortin and Jeff Riley 
celebrated their award at the 9th annual Forces Avenir Awards ceremony on September 
27 at the Granada Theatre in Sherbrooke, Quebec. 
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ARCHITECTS/FICHTEN SOIFERMAN ET Associés ARCHITECTES 


Thanks to generous gifts by 

BMO Financial Group and KPMG 
LLP, the new JMSB building 

will feature state-of-the-art, 
300- and 60-seat amphitheatres. 


FUN ODR AI 


IN GN EW S$ 


BMO and KPMG Invest in Concordia 


oncordia University’s 
C John Molson School 
of Business (JMSB) 
has received two substantial 
donations in the past few weeks. 
In early December, finan- 
cial services provider BMO 
Financial Group announced 
a $2.5-million gift toward a 
300-seat, state-of-the-art 
amphitheatre to be located 
on the ground floor of the 
new JMSB building. 
BMO Financial Group 
has been a longstanding 
supporter of the JMSB and 
is also an affinity partner 
with the Concordia University 
Alumni Association. 
L. Jacques Ménard, 
L BComm 67, LLD 06, the 
chairman of BMO Nesbitt 
Burns and president of BMO 


FOCUS ONRES EARCH 


Financial Group, Quebec, is a 
past member of Concordia’s 
Board of Governors and was 
Leadership Division Chair of 
the University’s Campaign 
for a New Millennium from 
1996 to 1999. 

“In addition to supporting 
the BMO Amphitheatre, 
we are proud to contribute 
to the BMO Lecture Series 
that will explore subjects 
in business and finance, 
but also governance and 
social responsibility,” said 
Ménard. 

In November, audit, tax 
and advisory firm KPMG 
LLP announced a $250,000 
contribution toward the 
KPMG Amphitheatre, a 60- 
seat, ultra-modern class- 
room to be located on the 


Keeping real-time software systems error free 


hile most of us have experienced or 
WV expect some downtime with desktops or 

servers, we assume that embedded sys- 
tems that are required to operate 24,/7—such as in 
telephones or cars—will never crash. But those 
systems are stable only after countless hours of 
design and testing by researchers and engineers. 
The research of Concordia Electrical and 


JMSB building’s fifth floor. 

JMSB Dean Sanjay Sharma 
said this type of patronage 
by BMO and KMPG “reaf- 
firms the business commu- 
nity’s support and confi- 
dence in the quality of JMSB 
programs and the calibre of 
its students.” 

The 15-storey JMSB build- 
ing, well under construction 
at the corner of Guy Street 
and De Maisonneuve 
Boulevard West, is expected 
to open its doors to students, 
faculty and staff in fall 2009 
and will group all JMSB 
departments under one roof. 
The building will be LEED 
certified (the Green Building 
Rating System's Leadership 
in Energy and Environmental 


Design). ™ 


funded by Ericsson and the Natural Sciences 
and Engineering Research Council of Canada. 
Together with Engineering and Computer 
Science professors Rachida Dssouli and 
Abdelwahab Hamou-Lhadj, six graduate 
students and a team from Ericsson, the 
researchers model and validate high availabil- 
ity software configurations and their upgrade 


Computer Engineering Professor Ferhat Khendek 
involves modelling, design and validation of those 
types of high quality and dependable software sys- 
tems. “Software is everywhere today, built into all 
kinds of systems,” he says. “In technology like 
aerospace or vehicles, we must make sure the soft- 


ware never experiences any errors, or at least minimize the 


number of possible errors.” 


Khendek, who is also the Graduate Program Director for 
Electrical and Computer Engineering, began lecturing at 
Concordia in 1994, and became a full professor in 2007. He 
leads a three-year, $600,000 research project at Concordia 
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Concordia Electrical and Computer 


Engineering Professor Ferhat Khendek. 





campaigns, which experience only a few sec- 
onds of downtime per year, such as for tele- 
phone switches. 

What’s more, Khendek heads a project on 
service engineering for next-generation net- 


works and is involved with several other 


research efforts related to software systems design, an ever- 


changing field. “Civil engineering has been around for thou- 


sands of years—the Romans built bridges and roads,” he 
points out. “But our discipline is in its infancy, it’s only about 
4,0 to 50 years old, so it’s still in the process of being defined. 
Change is to be expected.” m 
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n Linda 
Rutenberg 
discusses her 
new book of 
photography, 
The Garden at Night: Private Views of Public 
Edens (2007), you quickly pick up on 

the fact that she usually says “nighttime” 
instead of “night.” While it’s just an extra 
syllable, it evokes some of the poetry, 
mystery and, at times, downright 
eeriness of her images. It also conveys 
some of the wonder of the artist who 

shot them. “Somebody told me the 
pictures look like dreams,” Rutenberg 
says. And they do. It’s like you're in 


9 . . ” 
someone's interior mind. 


8 | winter 2007/08 concordia university magazine 





The Garden at Night, released by 
Chronicle Books this fall, features lush 
images and haunting landscapes from 
20 North American public gardens, 
including some of the most visited and 
largest, such as Vancouver Island's 
Butchart Gardens and Phoenix’s Desert 
Botanical Garden. “I thought that it 
would be a challenge to try to show 
people the gardens that they love in 
a different light,” says Rutenberg. 
Indeed. Her artful eye and the moon- 
light’s surprising effects on ambient 
and artificial lights obliterate scale 
and heighten shape and colour. 

They transform plants, flowers and 
garden structures into high drama. 

The idea for The Garden at Night was 
born, as many brilliant ideas are, at the 





intersection of a long creative journey 
and happenstance. In 1986, Rutenberg 
completed her MFA in photography at 
Concordia after working as an elementary 
school teacher. Post- MFA, she began 
working in the world of photography, 
running a dark room for hire here, 
opening a gallery there, all while develop- 
ing her own projects as a photographer, 
many of them related to nature. Her Mont 
Royal: A World Apart, which received an 
honourable mention for the Roloff Beny 
Photography Book Award in 1999, is an 
enchanting photo collection of Montreal's 
favourite park shot on black and white 
infrared film. And it was in preparation 
for a piece for the American magazine 
Landscape Architecture that the gardens at 
night project saw the light of, well, night. 


“I had just moved into digital and nighttime, and since I was thinking about 


I wanted to do something completely nighttime, anyway, I thought it would be 
different because I was using new fun to photograph the garden at night.” 
technology,” she explains. “One of the Locked inside the garden’s grounds 
things I was concerned about at the and armed with four flashlights, the 
time was that we were losing nighttime couple began exploring. “We duct-taped 
in large cities because of over-lighting. flashlights to my tripod and I would see 
So I started a nocturnal project here in the flowers, even though it was really 
Montreal, photographing all around the dark,” she recalls. “I didn’t really know 
periphery of the city in more industrial what I was doing. I was working by instinct. 
areas, trying to capture what was left of But when | looked at the results of the 
what night used to be, sort of very dark shots I thought, ‘These are really inter- 
and mysterious images with a view of esting, and I'd like to do some more.’ ” 
downtown.” In fall 2005, Rutenberg went to the 
It was around the same time that Montreal Botanical Garden to photo- 

Rutenberg visited the Jardins de Métis graph the Chinese garden during the 
near Quebec City for the Landscape lantern festival. That trip solidified her 
Architecture piece. The garden's director idea. “I photographed all kinds of plants, 
offered her access to the grounds early especially the lotus, lit by the ight of 
in the morning to take advantage of the the lanterns. When I saw those images, 
day’s best light. In turn, she suggested I said, ‘These are beautiful,’ ” she says. 
that she and her husband, Roger Leeon, From there, she sought an agent for 

Overleaf (page 7): . : ; : : 

Sater eic oa abanicalGamiene camp in the parking lot overnight. the project and peddled the idea to 
“Roger and I started talking about how publishers, and Chronicle bit. So with 

Left and below: Dallas Arboretum we were going to be in the garden at flash-lighting man Roger, a graphic 
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Below, left: Brooklyn Botanical Gardens 


Below, right: Philippine Ground Orchid 
(Spathoglottis plicata) 


Page 11, left: Slender Asian Pitcher Plant 
(Nepenthes gracilis) 


Page 11, right: Lobster Claw 
(Heliconia humilis) 
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designer from Minnesota, a San-Francisco- 
based publisher, a printer in Hong Kong, 
the appropriately named Vanya Rose 
contributing the texts about the garden, 
an essay from Christopher Dewdney, 
author of Acquainted with the Night: 
Excursions Through the World After Dark 
(Bloomsbury Publishing PLC 2004), 

and even a foreword by space traveller 
(of sorts) William Shatner, the project 
went ahead. 

The resulting images are at once hyper- 
real and ethereal. Some create the effect of 
being underwater, with inky backgrounds 
and jewel-toned flowers. “These are very 
long exposures, so whatever hint of colour 
there is becomes intensified because it’s 
over along period of time,” Rutenberg 
says. Exposures went up to five minutes, 
she explains, so even a breath of wind 
could ruin a shot. Other images are ghostly 
garden structures that offer the perfect 
setting for an apparition. 

Rutenberg is now booking dates to 
return to the gardens she photographed 
to talk to their regular visitors and show 
some of the limited edition prints sold 
to accompany the book. She’s already 
begun the next book in the series, The 
English Garden at Night, and the project 
has spawned other events, including 
an exhibition on a year in the life of 
the Montreal Botanical Garden, which 
will be launched in May. 

Clearly, Rutenberg’s original night 
vision is resonating with the gardens’ 













keepers. “I really had to start over again 
in the sense that everything for me was 
fresh and new,” she says. “You have to 
look at things completely differently at 
nighttime. And what's exciting in the 
garden is that you can take an ordinary 
flower that everyone has in their garden, 
and it becomes extraordinary. It’s a 
whole other way of looking at things.” m 


The Garden at Night: Private Views of 
Public Edens is available at all major 
bookstores. Visit thegardenatnight.com for 


a glimpse of what the book offers as well as a 


list of upcoming events. Images are available 


through lindarutenberg.com. 


Rhonda Mullins, MA 96, is a Montreal 


freelance writer. 
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The Loyola International College continues ifs namesake's humanities 


and social science legacy—with a global perspective 


by Julte Gedeoaon 


n Concordia’s Loyola 
Campus, the usual 
flurry of university 
life is set aside for 
dozens of students who 
reflect on some of today’s more complex 
and challenging issues. Professors urge 
these students, enrolled at the Loyola 
International College, to probe, speak 
out, convey personal experiences, 
question and debate everything. 

“By sharing opinions, we inform our 
ideas,” says Marie-Claude Molnar. She 
enrolled in the College after taking 
The Twentieth Century: A Global History, 
taught by Principal Rosemarie Schade. 
“The diversity of courses and emphasis on 
discussion help me to be a better citizen by 
not only becoming well informed but truly 
understanding issues,” Molnar says. 

The interdisciplinary College offers 
courses as stand-alone electives or as 
part of a 24,-credit minor called Diversity 
in the Contemporary World. One of 
five colleges in the Faculty of Arts and 
Science (see sidebar), it opened in 2001 
after a small group of professors lobbied 
to keep a humanities and social science 
presence on the Loyola Campus. 

“A number of us, some of whom 
attended the original Loyola College, 
had a strong interest in maintaining the 
College's heritage of looking at the social, 
cultural and spiritual dimensions of is- 
sues,” says Sociology and Anthropology 
instructor Constance Classen, BA 79, 
MA 87. “We wanted to offer a community 
within Concordia where people could 
interact on a more regular basis than is 
typically possible in a larger university 
context.” 

Planning for the new College mirrored 
a heightened awareness of globalization 
in the late ‘90s, Schade adds. “So it made 
sense to give the College an international 
scope.” 


CHRISTIAN FLEURY 


Current Loyola International College students 
meeting in Loyola’s Administration Building 
stairwell. Alumnus Eric St-Pierre says “[My 
College experience] taught me to always consider 
the religious, economic, cultural, linguistic and 
other factors that might be involved in an issue.” 


Students learn how concepts of self, 
communication modes and perceptions 
of science and truth vary among cultures 
and religions. The program covers topics 
ranging from the Enlightenment to the 
environment, and includes courses such 
as The Idea of Modernity, Globalization 
and Diversity, Science in the Contem- 
porary World and Biodiversity on Earth. 
Students choose from additional courses 
in biology, English, geography, econom- 
ics, history, philosophy and political 
science. 

Their smaller classes stimulate learning 
through extensive discussion. “The sense 
of community we ve created within the 
College makes students feel comfortable 
to speak honestly about what they're 
learning, and we could only do this within 
small classes,” Schade explains. “We not 
only encourage class discussion but have 
created space within our limited quarters 
in the Administration Building for stu- 








dents to continue their dialogue outside 
class hours and, we hope, for the rest of 
their lives.” 

Starting out with a dozen students, the 
College’s enrolment has risen steadily 
and mainly through word of mouth. 
About 60 students now fill Loyola 
International College's three fall courses. 
“We could take up to 75, but we will never 
go over 25 students per class,” Schade 
points out. “The small classes give some 
of our wonderful foreign students a 
chance to participate in an environment 
where many accents are heard and every- 
one really wants to listen to perspectives 
from around the world.” 

While professors begin courses with 
lectures, they soon turn over the discus - 
sion to students, who draw on extensive 
weekly readings and their own research. 

During Schade’s one-semester 
Twentieth Century course, for example, 
students read a course pack as thick as a 
triple burger, a huge textbook, Joseph 
Conrad's Heart of Darkness and Virginia 
Wolfe’s book-length essay Three Guineas. 

Outside class, the Loyola International 
College students have their own association 
that organizes visits by scholars from 
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other universities. Many students also 
have their views published in the Loyola 
Kettle, a journal named after the feeding 
kettle that appears in St. Ignatius of 
Loyola’s coat of arms. 


GOING GLOBAL 
lobalization’s growing impact on 
G our lives prompted Kevin Naimi to 
enrol. “Academic theories are changing 
to adapt to different cultural milieus,” 
says Naimi, who is specializing in 
Sociology. He says the 
College has made him 
realize that as a North 
American, he holds an 
individualistic outlook 
most of the world does- 
n't share. The College's 
philosophy is also com- 
patible with his Baha’i faith, which 
strives for global unity through a better 
understanding of the world. 

Angelica Higuera, who graduates this 
December, says the program opened her 
eyes to how various academic disciplines 
approach the same circumstances 
differently. “I had been trained as an 
anthropologist to respect every culture 
without judgement,” she says. “But when, 
for example, I discussed female mutila- 
tion with Political Science students at the 
College who focus more on individual 
rights, I realized the need to establish a 
universal declaration of human rights 
because some people are being abused 
within their own culture.” 

She also began to question scientific 
evidence after she took a course that 
explores how Western society favours 


THE COLLEGES 


In addition to the Loyola International 
College, Concordia’s Faculty of Arts and 
Science houses four more colleges that 
provide an interdisciplinary education. 


Courses at the Liberal Arts College 
explore the foundation and development 
of Western civilization and culture. 

The aim is to foster critical thinking’s 
principal values and respect for the 
Western tradition’s intellectual freedoms. 
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seeing-is- believing proof at the expense 
of the other senses. Higuera is applying 
everything she learned to broaden her 
perspectives as she pursues her graduate 
studies at Concordia. Her plans include 
returning to her native Colombia to 
research its violent culture and how 
people's coping mechanisms include 
humour and, possibly, selective memory. 
To remain in the College, students 
must maintain at least a B-minus average, 
which can be challenging in such an 


A student in a wheelchair, a student 
who was deaf with an interpreter... 
added richness to the class and 


my own knowledge. 


interdisciplinary program. “| found 

the Environment course tough because 
it involved learning and then critically 
analyzing numerous scientific concepts,” 
recalls Eric St-Pierre, BA 06. “It helped 
to realize how important it is to venture 
outside your comfort zone because the 
world can't be explained just with politi- 
cal theory, and the more you know about 
other fields, the more you're likely to 
advance in your own.” 

Classen says the College’s students 
tend to be highly engaged in their 
learning. “They question things and 
sometimes challenge what I say.” Student 
diversity presents other challenges she 
welcomes. “In the first class I taught, | 
had a student in a wheelchair with a guide 
dog, a student who was deaf with an in- 
terpreter, as well as a number of students 
from other countries,” she recalls. 


The School of Community and Public 
Affairs, which offers a multidisciplinary 
program in public policy analysis, strives 
to enlighten students about the policy- 
making process in the private, public 
and community sectors. 


The Science College's academic program 
complements the regular undergraduate 
science curriculum and includes 

cross- disciplinary courses and student 


“Their unique perspectives added rich- 
ness to the class and my own knowledge.” 
In her Culture and Communications 

course, Classen urges students to exam- 
ine how people interact in different 
societies. While writing dominates 
Western communication, for instance, 
cultures with oral traditions rely more on 
interpersonal skills. “You can’t just read 
a book to find things out; you have to talk 
to people.” 

St-Pierre, who’s in his second year of 
law school at McGill 
University, says 
Classen’s course 
raised his awareness 
of how important 
facial expressions 
and body language 
are ina courtroom. 
“And a Philosophy course gave me a 
greater understanding of how logic, 
ethics and compassion all play a role in 
reaching settlements or getting others 
to accept my arguments,” he adds. 

The need for those kinds of communi- 
cation skills and broad knowledge base 
within a globalized world are why Naimi 
predicts it won't be long before the 
College has a waiting list. “I think in 20 
years, if you're not well versed about the 
impacts of globalization on all disciplines 
then what you've learned won't be very 
useful because everything is changing as 
the world grows together,” he says. It’s 
clear the Loyola International College has 
proven a worthy heir to Loyola College's 
interdisciplinary teaching philosophy. m 


Julie Gedeon, BA 89, BA 01, is a Montreal 


freelance journalist. 


participation in laboratory research 
activities as part of their first year. 


Students in the Simone de Beauvoir 
Institute investigate the history, current 
situation and changing needs of women 
and encourage the full recognition of 
women’s contributions to human 
achievement. 
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CINEMA POLITICA 


| WIV. CINEMAPOLITICA.ORG 


ONSCREEN 
ACTIVISM 


The provocative Cinema Politica film series stirs 
the political activism pot at Concordia—and beyond 





by Howard Bokser 





ith his scruffy charm 
and six-foot-six 
stature, Ezra Winton, 
BA 05, MA 07, looks 
more like a basketball player than a rab- 





ble-rouser. But don't let appearances 
fool you; Winton plans to change the 
world. His instrument of revolution: 
documentary film distribution. 

Winton coordinates the burgeoning 
Cinema Politica Film Network, whose 
weekly screenings at Concordia during 
the academic year pack the Hall Building's 
Alumni Auditorium with students and 
others who pine for politically charged, 
hard-to-find documentary films. 

“Cinema Politica presents an alternative 
to the lack of diversity in commerical the- 
atres,” Winton says. “We want to provide 
a space on campus for dialogue and debate 
and to show documentaries that will help 
activate a positive change in society, whether 
the issue is the environment, human rights 
or socio-political plurality.” 

In 2001, Winton launched Cinema 
Politica while he was a student at 
Vancouver's Langara College. He brought 
the series with him in 2003 when, he 
admits, he was lured to Concordia by the 
University’s reputation as a political 
hotbed. He quickly completed his BA 
and an MA in media studies, winning a 
Concordia Fellowship, an Arts and 
Science Faculty Campaign for a New 
Millennium Student Contribution 
Scholarship and a Nicolas-Diniacopoulos 
BBC Fellowship along the way. He is now 
pursuing a PhD in Communication 
Studies at Carleton University. 

In 2003, Winton and photographer 
Rob Maguire, BA 03, co-founded tiber- 
culture, a Montreal-based, non-profit 
organization that “creates, supports, 
promotes and disseminates media arts in 
order to address socio-political issues in 
the public sphere,” Winton says. Cinema 
Politica falls under the itberculture um- 
brella, as does Art Threat, an online political 
art magazine, Wal-Town, a project set up to 
counter the negative effects multinational 
retailers such as Wal-Mart have on 
Canadian communities, and [Blad 
Trucks, which aims to eliminate the 
presence of display- advertising vehicles. 


Cinema Politica is iberculture’s 
largest and oldest project. The Cinema 
Politica network now spans 22 campuses 
across North America and Europe. 


Packed houses 

Students recognize how important 
Cinema Politica is to Concordia, the 
network's flagship local. Last spring, 
Concordia students voted to support 
Cinema Politica with a fee levy of that will 
cover such costs as securing licensing 
rights and bringing in filmmakers. 
Entrance to screenings is free because 
accessibility remains endemic to the series, 
Winton says. Still, audience members donate 
what they can (from $2 to $10) to cover 
equipment, projection and other expenses. 


the hijab debate in France and Egypt. 
Cinema Politica’s fare is controversial 
and confrontational by design. It has 
screened several films on the Israeli- 
Palestinian conflict, always a hot topic, 
especially at Concordia. But Turin reports 
some other films have provoked heated 
reaction as well, such as Haiti, Harvest of 
Hope, shown in 2005. “Many members 
from the Haitian community turned out, 
including those for and against [former 
Haitian Prime Minister Jean- Bertrand] 
Aristide. The discussion became intense, ” 
she says. “But even when we have had 
particularly controversial films that have 
elicited strong emotional reactions from 
audience members, discussion has re- 
mained respectful of divergent viewpoints.” 


We want to provide a space on campus for 
dialogue and debate and to show documentaries 
that will help activate a positive change in society. 


The 13 -film fall 2007 lineup averaged 
nearly 500 viewers at Goncordia’s 700- 
seat Alumni Auditorium. That’s a huge 
jump from the first year, says Svetla 
Turin, coordinator of the Concordia 
Cinema Politica series who is also a 
Concordia staff member and student 
(and Winton’s wife). “When we started 
out, we would usually draw between 30 
and 100 people,” Turin says. “An audience 
of 150 was considered a success.” 

This year, several screenings have 
packed the house, including The Devil 
Came on Horseback, which follows an 
American photographer covering the 
Darfur atrocities, Red Without Blue, 
an examination of the socio-political 
elements of twins, gender and family, 
and The War on Democracy, a no-holds- 
barred attack on the United States’ 
influence and interference in Latin 
America by British journalist John Pilger, 
who was on hand to answer questions. 

Winter 2008 screenings will likely 
include Ghosts, a documentary-fiction 
hybrid by veteran documentarian Nick 
Broomfield, about Chinese migrant 
workers in the United Kingdom, and 
They Call Me Muslim, an assessment of 


Thousands of students and others from the community have attended Cinema Politica screenings at 
the University since its 2003 debut. The network now includes 22 chapters across North America 
and Europe, and five more, including McGill University and Marianopolis College in Montreal, 
plan to join. The volunteer-run Cinema Politica plans to hire a full-time national coordinator. 


Winton acknowledges that Cinema 
Politica offerings have come mainly from 
the political left because it’s not easy to 
find independent, politically conservative, 
quality documentaries. One exception 
was Commanding Heights, produced by 
British Petroleum, Fed-Ex and PBS, 
which puts a favourable spin on global- 
ization. Winton points out that the films, 
regardless of their political bent, attract 
a diverse crowd that’s a microcosm of 
Concordia, and not all audience members 
support the onscreen views. 

Although he doesn’t hide his own left- 
wing political leanings (visit his blog at 
ezrawinton.com), Winton insists that 
Cinema Politica “moves closer to a 
democratic space than what you experience 
in a mainstream commercial cinema. 
There is access, there is plurality and there 
is cultural citizenship,” he points out. 
“Cinema Politica is a place that students 
and the larger community can count on 
to find inspired entertainment around 
provocative issues.” Does that sound like 
arabble-rouser? = 


Visit cinemapolitica.org for screening 
information and times. 
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1 Dean's Circles 


DEAN'S CIRCLES 

onors who gave between $100 
Dye $1,999 in 2006-07 to 
Concordia faculties were féted at three 
Dean’s Circle events this fall: 
October 2: 65 donors and guests, 
including Valdy Jeune, Trevor Payne, 
BFA 80, and Kathleen Perry, Interim 
Chair of the Department of Music Mf, 
enjoyed a performance by contempo- 
rary dance students and heard from 
Dean Catherine Wild at the Fine Arts 
Dean’s Circle cocktail reception on the 
11th floor of Goncordia’s EV Building. 
October 25: Dean Sanjay Sharma 
thanked some 75 donors and guests 
at the John Molson School of Business 
Dean's Circle Cocktail Reception at 
the splendid RBC Executive Lounge 
at Montreal’s Place Ville Marie. 
November 8: About 50 donors and 
guests joined Dean David Graham at 
the Faculty of Arts and Science Dean’s 
Circle Cocktail Reception at the Loyola 
Campus student centre, the Hive. 


HENRI P. Hasis 

DISTINGUISHED SPEAKERS SERIES 
On November 14, at Concordia’s 

D.B. Clarke Theatre, Raymond Chrétien, 
Strategic Advisor at Fasken Martineau 
Dumoulin LLP and former Canadian 
Ambassador to France, the United 
States, Belgium, Mexico and the Congo, 
addressed some 300 alumni, students 
and other guests at the Henri P. Habib 
Distinguished Speakers Series. 
Ambassador Chrétien provided 
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first-hand insight in his talk about 
“Canada and the World Today,” and 

4,0 guests, including part-time political 
science instructor Doreen Green, 

L BA 74, Richard McConomy, L BA 66, 
and the Honourable Pierrette Sévigny, 
L BA 67, welcomed him at a cocktail 
reception following the lecture. Bl 


RICHARD TUCKER GALA 

On November 4, the Richard Tucker 
Music Foundation Gala, a highlight 

of the New York performing arts season 
for more than 30 years, was simulcast 
for the first time to Concordia’s 

Oscar Peterson Concert Hall and five 
American university campuses from 
the Avery Fisher Hall stage. About 100 
alumni, students and others attended 
the live telecast, a concert of popular 
opera arias and scenes performed by 
some of opera's greatest stars. Bl 


SiR GeEorGE WILLIAMS 
On May 16, the Association of Alumni 
of Sir George Williams University held 
its 7oth Annual General Meeting at 
Montreal’s Montefiore Club. The events 
drew a record attendance of nearly 60. 
Paul Reisman, 5 BA 69, was confirmed 
as a new board member. 

On November 4, at the 15th Annual 
Bowlathon hosted by the Association 
of Alumni of Sir George Williams 
University, 100 bowlers joined the fun 
and raised more than $8,500 for student 
scholarships at Montreal’s Rose Bowl 
Lanes. 
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cH Tucker Gala 


LOYOLA 

On September 12, then-President 
Claude Lajeunesse addressed the 
Loyola Alumni Association's 101st 
Annual General Meeting at the Faculty 
Club Lounge on the Loyola Campus. 
Jim Hayes, L BGomm 63, and 

Lynn Lonergan- Doyle, L BA 66, were 
confirmed as new board members. 

On September 14, at Ottawa’s Rideau 
Club, two of Loyola's best known 
alumni, the Royal Canadian Air Farce’s 
Roger Abbott, L attendee 64, and 
Don Ferguson, L BA 70 (pictured with 
Leo Donati) EJ, put on an uproarious 
show for 85 alumni and friends at the 
Ottawa Friends of Loyola Dinner. Frank 
McArdle, L BSc 51, was the dinner’s hon- 
orary chair, and honorary committee 
members were the Honourable Allan 
Lutfy, L BA 64,, and the Honourable 
Hector Soubliére, L BA 50. 

On September 28, 24, Loyola Class 
of 57 alumni gathered at Montreal's 


”. Air Farce 


University Club to celebrate the 

50th anniversary of their graduation. 
Father Jean-Marc Laporte, $.J., LBA 
50, Provincial Superior of the Jesuits 
of Upper Canada, addressed his former 
classmates. The reunion, chaired by 
Brian Gallery, L BA 50, raised $20,000 
for a student bursary. Ei 


CONCORDIA UNIVERSITY 

ALUMNI ASSOCIATION 

On September 11 at the Henry F. Hall 
Building, the Concordia University 
Alumni Association (CUAA) held its 
24th Annual General Meeting. The 

full slate of directors was re-elected 
for 2007-08. CQUAA President Sean 
Sprackett, BComm 92, GrDip (acct.) 
94,, reviewed and discussed the past 
year s activities and identified recruit- 
ing new and vibrant directors and find- 
ing innovative ways to involve students 
in alumni initiatives as areas of need. 


ENGINEERING AND 

COMPUTER SCIENCE 

On October 24, at the Ritz-Carlton 
Montreal, the Faculty of Engineering 
and Computer Science presented the 
first Concordia University Awards of 
Distinction in Engineering and 
Computer Science. James Gosling, PhD, 
O.C., father of the Java programming 
language and Vice-President and 
Fellow at Sun Microsystems in 
California, received the Award of 
Distinction in Computer Science. 
John Holding, former Executive 





alumni.concordia.ca 





5 Class of 57 


Vice-President, Integrated Product 


Definition and Planning, of 
Bombardier Aerospace, and former 
Chairman of the Board of the 
Consortium in Research and Innovation 
in Aerospace in Quebec, received the 
Lifetime Award of Distinction in 


Engineering. 


CLass oF 77 

On September 22, leading up to 
Homecoming 2007, a group of Toronto- 
and Montreal-area Class of 1977 alumni 
held an informal reunion to celebrate 
their 30th graduation anniversary from 
Concordia’s engineering program 

(a BSc at the time). They spent the 
weekend wining and dining and visiting 
their old Loyola Campus haunts (but 
were disappointed that Mr. Hot Dog 

no longer exists). Present were Luc 
Lachapelle, Anna Maria Mueller, Jean 
Arsenault, Cassie Kelly, Barrie Murphy, 
Neil MacAskill and Pat Tierney. 
(Absent from the photo: Ron Sani, 
Teresa Griffin and Joe Radich.) 


GEOGRAPHIC CHAPTERS 

Alberta Bound 

Concordia’s two Alberta alumni chapters 
were hubs of activity this fall. The 
Calgary Alumni Chapter rounded up 14, 
members on a beautiful Sunday after- 
noon on September g, and teamed with 
the local alumni chapter from McGill 
University for the annual softball game 
and family picnic at Renfrew Playfields. 
And the winners were (drum roll 


please): the Concordia team! On 
October 27, at the Stampeders Tailgate 
Party, 37 Concordia alumni and friends 
were among the 100 Montreal university 
alumni who came to McMahon Stadium 
to watch the Montreal Alouettes face 

the Calgary Stampeders. (Alas, the 

Als lost.) 

By day, Calgary Chapter President 
Dan Rochon, BComm 77 (acct. & bus. 
admin.), is Manager, Financial Planning 
and Accounting, at ATCO Pipelines in 
Calgary. “I worked at Chateau Lake 
Louise in the summer of 1975 and knew 
that I would come back,” says Dan, a 
chartered accountant, who settled in 
Calgary in 2000 with his wife, Sandra. 
He says he became involved in the 
Chapter a few years later after attending 
a hockey game between the University 
of Calgary and the Concordia Stingers. 

On October 18, the Edmonton Alumni 
Open House lured 40 capital-area 
alumni and friends to the Edmonton 
Petroleum Club to celebrate the 
Edmonton Alumni Chapter’s re-launch. 
Chapter President Peter J. Pagano, 
LBA (econ.) 67, reports, “The Open 
House was a big success. We had alumni 
from the early 1950s to the new millenni- 
um. Based on that enthusiasm, Les Paull 
LS BComm 74], Stephen Renaud [BA 85, 
GrDip 89] and I will be planning more 
events.” Peter, who played on the senior 
and junior varsity basketball Warriors 
teams while at Loyola, received an LLB 
from the University of New Brunswick 
and a Certificate in Legislative Drafting 
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Campus Loyola 


7141 Sha bices 





from the University of Ottawa. Since 
1980, he’s been the Chief Legislative 
Counsel for Alberta, responsible for 
drafting Alberta’s provincial laws. 


friends to the Metropolitan Brasserie, 
where guest speaker Robert Russo, 
Canadian Press Ottawa Bureau Chief, 
gave the captivated group the inside 
scoop on political coverage. 


Toronto 

On September 11, the Toronto Alumni 
Chapter’s annual Pub Night was another 
resounding success, as nearly 4,0 alumni 
and friends gathered at the Duke of York 
pub for some after-work fun and network- 
ing. Chapter VP Wendy Furtenbacher, 
BFA 97, Mark Beharry, BComm oo, and 


- Sifangjie Yunnan Restaurant, No. 22, 


Dongsi Shitiao, Nanxincang Area, 
Beijing, Phone: 6409-6403 


- $10 per person 
- RSVP by December 7 


- For information: Chen Zhang, 


cuaa-beijing@concordia.ca 


The Boston-New England 
Chapter evening wine tasting 
- January 24, at 6 p.m. 

- The Westin Boston Waterfront, 


4.25 Summer St., Boston 


- or directions calla oly .452.41000 


Peter and his wife, Judy, have two 
children and a 7-year-old grandson. 


Tri-State 


On September 27, 18 alumni and friends 


attended the 15th Annual Canadian 
Universities Alumni Reception at the 


Roosevelt Hotel in New York City to re- 
launch Concordia’s Tri-State (New York, 


New Jersey, Connecticut) Alumni 
Chapter. The Chapter also organized 
alumni participation and raised $4,4,0 
for the Terry Fox Run for Cancer 


Research in Central Park on October 13. 


Ottawa 
On October 30, the Ottawa Chapter 


Annual Open House drew an impressive 


crowd of more than 50 alumni and 


A Celebration of Women’s 


Hockey at Concordia 
January 4 - 6, 2008 


Concordia’s Department of Recreation and 


Athletics and Advancement and Alumni Relations 
invite you to celebrate a tradition of excellence 
and achievement in women's hockey at Loyola 


College, Sir George Williams University and 


Concordia University as part of the 40th annual 
Theresa Humes Women’s Hockey Tournament. 


By invitation only: Alumnae hockey game and cocktail 


reception. 


For a detailed tournament schedule, visit 


athletics.concordia.ca/intercollegiate/whockey/ 


For more information, contact Valerie Roseman at 


Valerie.roseman@concordia.ca. 





Or visit westin.com/boston 


- RSVP by January 18 


Chapter President lan Garmaise, BA 84, 
enjoyed the festivities. 


UPCOMING GEOGRAPHIC 
CHAPTER EVENTS 

Visit alumni.concordia.ca or call 
514,-84,8-24,24,, ext. 4397, for more 


information or to register. 


Ottawa Networking Event 
- January 29 at 5:30 p.m. 
- Metropolitain Brasserie, 
700 Sussex Drive, Ottawa 
- $25 per person (cash bar) 
- RSVP by January 21 


- For information: afumni.concordia.ca 


or 514-848-2424, ext. 4397 I 


Beijing Alumni Chapter 
Christmas Dinner Reception 
- December 14, at 7 p.m. 


Back-to-School Faculty Showcase 
Saturday, January 26, 2008 


Times and location TBC 


Find out how the exciting research and work conducted in each 
of our faculties influences our lives today. 


Arts and Science: Concordia Exercise Science professors will 
present “Call to Action: Activity-Based Research in Exercise and 
Health Sciences, Three-Part Showcase.” Robert Kilgour: “Extending 
the classical boundaries of treatment and care through research"; 
Robert Boushel: “Muscle metabolic fitness and prevention of Type Il 
diabetes”; and Simon Bacon: “Does obesity make your asthma 
worse?" 


Engineering and Computer Science: George Vatistas, Professor of 
Mechanical and Industrial Engineering, will present “From Homer's 
Charybdis and Poe's Maelstrom to the Limits of Nature and Technology.” 


John Molson School of Business: Gad Saad, Associate Professor 
of Marketing, will present “Why most men are bad at shopping: 
Darwinian theory applied to consumerism.” 


Fine Arts: Art History professor Cynthia Hammond will present 
“Heritage Architecture and Renegade Ornament: Urban 
Interventions in Contested Cities” and Lynn Hughes, Concordia 
University Research Chair in the Department of Studio Arts, will 
present “Immersive Environments, Virtual Reality and Audience.” 


For more information, contact Valerie Roseman at 514-848-2424, 
ext. 5647, or Valerie.Roseman@concordia.ca. 
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come aS you are, Come aS yOU were 


Homecoming.ca 


photos by PBL Photography 


slate of riveting speakers and 
educational and fun-filled 





activities—and summer- 

like weather to boot—helped make 
Homecoming 2007, held from 
September 27 to October 7, a huge hit. 


SEPTEMBER 27 


Abitibi Consolidated Lecture 





Abitibi-Consolidated Lecturer Kim Klein and 
Kathy Assayag, Vice-President, Advancement 
and Alumni Relations. 


Kicking off Goncordia’s Homecoming 
celebrations was fundraising expert and 
author Kim Klein, who delivered this 
year’s Abitibi-Consolidated Lecture. 
Klein discussed the 10 things you 
should know about how to raise funds 
during uncertain times. More than 

300 audience members in the Hall 
Building’s Alumni Auditorium listened, 
laughed and applauded Klein as she 
provided tips and practical advice about 


philanthropic practices. The lecture’s 
underlying message about urging citi- 
zens to get involved in various commu- 
nity causes mirrors the University’s 
longstanding tradition of activism. 


SEPTEMBER 28 


Shuffle 18 


At Concordia’s 18th annual walk- 
a-thon, hundreds of staff, faculty, 
students, alumni and friends walked, 
biked, jogged and rollerbladed their 
way to Loyola to raise funds for student 
scholarships and bursaries. Thanks to 
a highly dedicated committee of volun- 
teers, shufflers and their supporters, 
Shuffle 18 met with resounding success 
yet again and raised $42,000. Emcee 
Natasha Gargiulo from Entertainment 
Canada and Global TV revved up the 
crowd of about 600 at the kick-off at 
Sir George Williams Campus, while at 
the Loyola Campus, emcee Cat Spencer 
from radio station Mix 96 greeted the 
shufflers and helped award 45 prize 
packs and three grand prize trips. 





Buzz the Bee and Concordia Spirit Team's 
Ashley Dana join Serge Bergeron, BComm OO, 
EMBA O03, and his family (and dog) at Shuffle 18. 


Sports Hall of Fame Induction 
Ceremony & Banquet 

At this year’s Sports Hall of Fame 
ceremonies, emcee Bob McDevitt, a 
former CBC broadcaster and Concordia 
Department of Journalism lecturer, 
entertained the 150 or so alums 
gathered at the Molson Banquet Hall 

to celebrate the inductees: 

Athlete: Gerald Prud’ homme, 

BComm 84, football 

Builder: Sally Kemp, S BA 65, women’s 
basketball 

Heritage: The late Edward Cannon, 

L BA 27, Loyola track & field and football 
Team: The 1982 Stingers football team 





Joey and Arthur Cannon receive the Sports 
Hall of Fame plague in honour of their father, 
the late Edward Cannon, from Concordia 
Director of Recreation and Athletics Katie 
Sheahan, BA 78. 


SEPTEMBER 29 


Homecoming Football Game 


More than 2,800 fans cheered on the 
Stingers to a 21-15 victory over the 
Université de Montréal Carabins at 

the Homecoming Football Game. Most 
of the Sports Hall of Fame inductees 
attended the game and were introduced 
to the crowd at half-time. 
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Family Fair Day 


Perfect fall weather, an idyllic setting 
and a jam-packed schedule of kid- 
friendly activities drew 800 or so 
Montreal residents, as well as members 
of the Concordia community, to the 
Loyola Gampus for the first Family Fair 
Day. The Campus’s front lawns resem- 
bled a bustling fairground, as children 
of all ages enjoyed papermaking, roving 
Circus Montreal performers, magic, 
puppet and Mad Science shows, a live 
art wall, homemade ice cream, games 
and activities, and characters including 
Elmo, Cinderella and Spiderman. The 
event proved to be hugely popular and 
a successful outreach by Concordia 

to the local community. We can look 
forward to another Family Fair Day at 
Homecoming 2008. 


University of 
the Streets Café 


More than 50 Concordia alumni, stu- 
dents, faculty, staff and friends joined 
moderator Sheila Mason, Concordia 
Professor of Philosophy, in a lively 


a Keyant-xexedanliate Mm er: lanl- 





Family Fair 





Family Fair Day participants are wowed by performers on the Loyola Campus grounds. 


discussion, “The Path to Happiness: 
How do we find our way?” Jim Pfaus, 

a professor and researcher at 
Concordia’s Center for Studies in 
Behavioral Neurobiology, engaged 

the audience with conundrums such as: 
Is happiness learned or innate? 

How does one become happy? 

Which factors contribute to happiness? 
And, what does it mean to be happy? 





Mentor Program 


JMSB lecturer Harold Simpkins dispenses 
advice to student/mentee Bouchra El Amine. 


Mentor Program Networking 
Cocktail Reception 


Fifty-five Concordia mentors and 
“mentees” experienced the power of 
networking first-hand at the Mentor 
Program Networking Cocktail 
Reception. Organizers handed out 
personalized business cards to stu- 
dents and graduates who are part of 
Concordia’s Online Mentor Program, 
and participants used the cards to 
introduce themselves and mingle 
with one another. Mentor Program 
participants also enjoyed award- 
winning John Molson School 

of Business lecturer Harold 


Stingers linebacker Cory Greenwood accepts the Homecoming Cup from Gerry Prud'homme, BComm 
84, at the Homecoming Football Game. Prud'homme, an outstanding receiver with the Stingers in 
the 1980s, was inducted into the Sports Hall of Fame on September 28. 
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Simpkins’s thought-provoking 
presentation about the myths versus 
truths of marketing yourself. 


OCTOBER 3 


Garnet Key Alumni Chapter 
Launch & Cocktail Reception 


Garnet Key Society members are 
usually the ones who welcome guests 

to Concordia events. But at the Garnet 
Key Alumni Chapter Launch & Cocktail, 


at the Loyola Campus’s Richard J. 
Renaud Science Complex. Geoffrey 
Adams, Emeritus Professor of History, 
led a discourse on “Contemporary 
France and the Muslim Community: 
The search for reasonable accommoda- 
tion.” Adams reviewed the history of 
France and how the country has dealt 





Garnet Key Chapter executive members Elisabetta Treta, BA 05, Vice-President Nicolas Dang, 
BComm 04, Treasurer, and Allison Araneta, BA 06, President, with current Garnet Key member 
Patrick Samborsky at the Chapter’s launch. 


about 60 alumni were thrilled to be 
ereeted—and entertained—during 

the launch of their new Concordia 
University Alumni Association Chapter 
and celebration of their 50th year 

as a society. The first Key society was 
founded at Dartmouth College in 

New Hampshire in the 1920s, and 

two students started the Garnet Key 
Society at Sir George Williams in 1956. 
Since then, hundreds of exceptional 
students, clad in their signature gar- 
net-coloured jackets, have proudly and 
skilfully served as liaisons between 
students, the University and the 
Concordia community. 


OCTOBER 4 


Loyola International College 
Public Lectures 


More than 120 Concordia students, 
alumni and faculty members and 
other visitors attended the Loyola 
International College Public Lectures 


with religious issues since the French 
Revolution. Emeritus Professor of 
Communication Studies Marc Gervais, 
S.J., LBA 5o, discussed “A Dialogue 
with God? Excerpts from Ingmar 
Bergman's The Seventh Seal and Through 
a Glass Darkly.” Father Gervais demon- 
strated how the late Swedish director, 
despite his proclaimed atheism, 
grappled with profound spiritual 
issues in many of his classic films. 


Funding Your Research 
Creation Workshop 


The Concordia University Alumni 
Association Fine Arts Chapter held two 
workshops on Funding Your Research 
Creation that were well received by 

35 Fine Arts alumni and students. 

lyse Larose, Research Facilitator 

for Concordia’s Faculty of Fine Arts, 
identified various granting agencies 
and provided strategies on how to 
produce an effective proposal. Design 


& Computation Arts Assistant Professor 
Joey Berzowska, BFA 95, also a grant 
holder, offered first-hand advice on the 
do’s and don'ts of successful grant writing. 


OCTOBER 7 


Silver & Gold Reunion 
Brunch & Campus Tour 


Concordia welcomed back the Sir 
George Williams Class of 1957, Loyola 
Class of 1957 and Concordia Class of 
1962 in a fitting tribute to their 50th 
and 25th reunions. The celebratory 
brunch drew about 175 invited guests, 
who were greeted by archival displays 
of developments spanning the 1930s to 
the early 1980s—courtesy of Concordia 
Archives—from The Georgian, Loyola 
News and the Link. Emcee Frank 
Ciampini, L BA 69, Corporate Secretary 
of the Concordia University Alumni 
Association, entertained guests and 
introduced representatives from both 
class years—Frances McEvoy, S BA 57, 
Mackie Vadacchino, BGomm 82, MBA 
94, Sonia Benezra, BFA 82, and Donald 
Michel, BA 82—who delivered stirring 
speeches about their fond memories of 
professors, administrators and fellow 
students. The reunion wrapped up with 
tours of both campuses. 





Clarence Epstein, Director of Special Projects 
for Concordia's Office of the President (at 
right, talking), leads the Sir George Williams 
Campus tour for reunion class members 

atop the Engineering, Computer Science and 
Visual Arts Complex roof. 


For more Homecoming 2007 highlights and 
photos, visit Homecoming.ca. & 
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ERS 


Some graduates in this listing 


to Portland, Ore. George recent- 
ly published a Second World 
War memoir, Somehow, We'll 


have received more than one 
degree from Concordia, Sir George 
Survive: Life in Japan During 
World War II Through the Eyes 
of a Young Caucasian Boy 


Williams and/or Loyola. These 
people are listed under their 
earliest graduation year. Class 
Acts reflect the original submis- (Vera Vista Publishing, 2007). 
sion's style as closely as possible. 
h4 Rupert Dobbin, S BA 
hill George Sidline, S BSc, (geog.), writes, “After 
earned a Master of Science graduating, I hitchhiked around 
in Electrical Engineering the world, then headed back 
in 1964, from San Jose State 


University in San Jose, Calif., 





and did postgraduate studies 

in 1970 at Stanford University 
in Palo Alto, Calif. In 2002, he 
retired and moved with his wife 


1> Andrea Blanar, S BA 69, held her exhibition, “From Baie des Chaleurs to the Bay of 
Fundy,” at the Trinity Galleries in Saint John, N.B., Galerie d’arts contemporains in Montreal 
and Gallery on the Bay in Hamilton this fall. Andrea's work features cabinet-shrines recon- 
structed from salvaged objects and filled with sacred images. 1) Bay of Fundy 

2 > Raymonde Jodoin, BFA 83, participated in the 43° exposition et vente d’art par les 
artistes professionnels contemporains québécois at the Thomas More Institute in Montreal, 
September 12-14. 2) Fleurs 2000 

3 > Denis Farley, MFA 84, was part of a four-person photography exhibition at 
Concordia’s Faculty of Fine Arts Gallery, September 4-October 5. His part of the exhibit 

was called “Moment de transition/Moment of Transition.” The Montreal-based visual artist 
and professional photographer, whose work reflects his interest in architecture and nature, 
has exhibited across Canada, Europe and the United States. 3) Uno 
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to Montreal, Ottawa, Kingston, 
Kamloops, Kelowna, Carrollton, 
Ga., and Peterborough. I’m just 
back from seven years in the 
U.S., including a stint lecturing 
on planning at the University of 
West Georgia. I’m now a senior 
planning specialist for the City 
of Peterborough, Ont. It’s great 
to be ‘home.’ My seven kids are 
in three countries on two conti- 
nents. I’ve led a full life.” 





h/ Ron Seguss, L BSc 


(chem.), retired from the 
RCMP Forensic Lab in 1995 
after 26 years as a counterfeit 
expen. He then joined ie 
Canadian Passport Office as 
Technical Advisor to the 
Director of Security on Travel 
Documents. He was partially 
responsible for converting the 
passport photos to digital for- 
mat, a more secure means of 


printing. In 2005, Ron retired 


4 > Concordia's FOFA Gallery held a retrospective memorial exhibition, “Katja MacLeod 
Kessin,” of the work of Katja MacLeod Kessin (1959-2006), BFA 88, MFA 93, PhD 
(humanities) 93, October 17-November 16. The gallery also screened a selection of her inter- 


views and performance pieces. Born in Hamburg, Germany, Katja examined the connections 


between the home environment and large-scale acts of violence as exemplified by the Third 


Reich and the resulting Holocaust. Katja’s friends and peers from Concordia, David Elliott, 


MFA 79, Lynn Hughes, Loren Lerner and Sara Morley, BFA 94, co-curated the exhibition. 


4) “Don't you see that everything's in perfect order?” 


5 > The work of Sylvie Moncion, BFA (painting and drawing) 89, appeared in two juried 


shows: “Expo Art” in August in Montreal's Old Port and the Festiv’art in September in 


Frelighsburg, Que. Sylvie’s art aims to express beauty, power and peace through flowers 


and urban scenes. absolutearts.com/moncionsylvie 5) Flamboyante 



















from Passport Canada due 


40TH REUNION 
to medical reasons. He loves 
to cook and play golf and visit he Allen E. Nutik, S BA 


with his four grandchildren (Canadian studies), is 


in Saskatoon, Sask., and 
Guelph, Ont. 


leader of a new Quebec political 
party called AffiliationQuebec, 
which aims to focus on minority 
rights. He is a past vice-president 
of the Association of Alumni 

of Sir George Williams 
University and is a Montreal- 


based entrepreneur. 


eu F 


6 > Susan Fowler, BFA (studio arts) 90, showed her recent triptych, éritures/writings, 


# 27, in the group exhibition “Mind Games/Casses tétes” at the Galerie de la Ville in Dollard 
des Ormeaux, Que., September 4-October 14. Part of a four-year project combining drawn, 
painted and written forms of visual expression, Fowler's work reflects her West Coast 
heritage’s oriental influences and the combination of structure and spontaneity she admires 
in the work of Afro-American quilt makers and modernist American painting. 6) Writings, 

# 27 (right panel of triptych) 

7 > Eve M. Pankovitch, BFA (design art) 91, joined nine other artists in her hometown 
of Lennoxville, Que., for a group exhibition, “Bonheur d'été,” at the Uplands Cultural and 
Heritage Centre, June 3-August 19. Eve’s paintings are made of shoe polish. She is the 
Internship Coordinator at Concordia’s Master of Arts in Public Policy & Public Administration 
program. 7) Trunk Alive 


(1 Paul Sharkey, 

S BA (psych.), lives in 
Gatineau, Que. “I am currently 
taking a one-year leave from my 
position as a union staff rep and 
negotiator with the Ontario 
Public Service Employees’ 
Union. I will be back in 
Montreal for approximately 
six months starting in October. 
Among other activities, I will 


be playing baroque music and 
taking a continuing education 


course at Concordia.” 


1? Steve Andrusiak, L BA 
(comm. arts), earned an 
MEd from the University of 
Toronto in 2005 and lives in 
London, Ont. “I just began an 
exciting new role as Associate 
Director of Teaching and 
Learning Development at the 
University of Windsor. I also 
teach media ethics and TV 
[journalism at the undergradu- 
ate level at the University of 
Western Ontario, so if you see 
me on the Windsor to London 
train some Tuesday afternoon, 
say hi. lam married to Larysa, 
and we celebrated our 29th 


anniversary earlier this year. 


3 Nn, 
—— 


8 > Arturo de Grandmont, BA (poli. sci.) 95, a Brazilian-born Montreal artist, left Wall 
Street to follow his dream of becoming a photographer. Arturo exhibited his photos, “Celebration 
of Life Series,” at the Club Sportif MAA, August 1-September 8. The series of flowers were inspired 
by his time at the Montreal General Hospital's Palliative Care Unit. 8) Mag/Ni/Tude 

9 > Shelley Freeman, BFA (studio arts) 99, and Chris Riley, BFA (painting and 
drawing) 01, held an exhibition of their paintings, “Rocks & Rectangles — a study in con- 
trasts,” at the Beaconsfield United Church in Beaconsfield, Que., August 27-September 23. 
9) Complimentary II - Green - 3 Reds 

10 > Shirley Simon, Fine Arts 94, held a retrospective exhibition of her sculptures, 
installations, mixed-media wall pieces, watercolours, inks and pastels at Centre d’Exposition 
de Repentigny, November 3-December 2. Shirley has exhibited in Canada, the United States 
and Mexico for more than 20 years. 10) You're Listening But Do You Hear Me? 
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Q3 Nico Colombant, BA (journ. & poli. sci.), was a member of the Stingers soccer team while at 
Concordia. In 1995, he received a master’s degree in international relations at Sciences Po in 


Paris, France. “I was told at Concordia that I may be too shy to become a journalist. But I found that 


perseverance and passion are key, whatever obstacles may be. I’ve been Voice of America’s corre - 


spondent in West and Central Africa for four years. The picture is from northern rebel-held Ivory 


Coast. Soon, | hope to travel on my own, and branch out more into new media. Please pass along tips 


and advice if you have any.” usnico.com, thirdratetropics.blogspot.com, usnico@yahoo.com 


We have three children: 
Natalie, Michael and Paul. It 
would be great to hear from old 
friends. I still visit my parents 
in Montreal and a couple of 
years ago was invited to sit in 
on a class at Loyola taught by 
one of my favourite profs, 
Denis Murphy. What a treat!” 
steve.andrusiak@sympatico.ca 


q Zygmunt Hancyk, 
S MBA, lives in Victoria. 


“After being named Technology 
CEO of the year in 2006 in 
Victoria, I decided to fulfill 
another lifelong goal. Having 
completed a PhD in business, 

I joined the Faculty of Business 
at the University of Victoria as 
the Director of the MBA 
Consulting Program.” 


(5 Rosemary Willis Sullivan, 
BA, is a photographer and 
fabric artist. “I continue to live 
and work in the village of Pigeon 
Hill, Que., overlooking the 
foothills of Vermont, keeping 
chickens, growing food and cre- 
ating beauty with photographs 
and fabric. I published a photog- 
raphy/oral history book, Nevis as 
We See Her: Goin’ to come back 
(2006), about my winter home 
on Nevis in the Caribbean, which 
keeps me healthy and happy. I 
am just completing book two, 
Nevis as We See Her: We goin’ good, 
and am already planning more 
community participation in book 
three. I am collecting for digital 
cameras for the children I work 
with, teaching them how to col- 
lect stories and to create books.” 
tourneedes20.com, 
public.netc.net/rosemary 
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{6 John Aylen, MA 

(Eng.), has joined AGC 
Communications as vice-presi- 
dent. The growing public rela- 
tions and reputation manage - 
ment company has clients in 
the corporate, financial, IT, 
telecom, pharmaceuticals, 
health care, real estate, pack- 
aged goods and fundraising sec- 
tors. John is the Concordia 
University Alumni Association's 
immediate past president. 


(9 Rob Bradley, BSc 


(math.), who received a 
Rhodes Scholarship while at 
Concordia, is a professor in the 
Department of Mathematics & 
Computer Science at Adelphi 
University in Garden City, N.Y. 
From 2004, to 2006, Rob served 
as president of the Canadian 
Society for History and 


Philosophy of Mathematics 
(CSHPM). In July, he organized 
a meeting between the CSHPM 
and the British Society for 
History of Mathematics at 
Concordia. He chaired a special 
session on the life and work 

of the 18th-century Swiss 
mathematician and physicist 
Leonhard Euler, who marks his 
30oth anniversary this year. Rob 
recently edited two books on 
Euler, Leonhard Euler: Life, Work 
and Legacy (Elsevier Science, 
2007) and Euler at 300: An 
Appreciation (The Mathematical 
Association of America, 2007). 
ProfBradley.com 


t ] Madeleine Lafrance- 
Bourdon, BEd (TESL), 
GrDip (writing/transl.) 88, lives 
in Kelowna, B.C. “Even before 

graduating from Concordia, 

I taught ESL at Collége Edouard - 
Montpetit in Longueuil, Que., 
for 20 years. Since retirement, 

I have been living in Kelowna, 
working as a volunteer with 

our Society for Learning in 
Retirement (sirkelowna.ca). 

I teach beginner and interme - 
diate bridge and philosophy, 
which I enjoy immensely. | have 
done some translation, includ- 
ing for a game called Brainstorm 
Canada, which helps teach his- 
tory and geography to children 
at school and home.” 


Gino Yanire, BA (leisure 
studies), writes, “I’m now 
living in the Laurentians in 

the beautiful city of Saint- 
Sauveur, Que. I also have the 
good fortune of being executive 
director, since 2004,, for 

MRC des Pays-d’en- Haut 
(www.mrepdh.org), a non-profit 
organization that offers services 
to the elderly. More than 300 
volunteers provide services, 
such as meals on wheels, trans- 
portation for medical appoint- 
ments, friendship visits, 
income tax, minibus trans- 
portation for shopping and 


groceries, and much more.” 


AT Carolina Caruso, BA, DIA 
85, works in customer ser- 
vice for Loblaw’s in LaSalle, Que. 
Greg Romney, BEng, received 
an MBA from Duke Global 
Executive Program in 2000. 
“Iam the General Manager of 
Cabot Fuel Cells, a new busi- 
ness which was formed when 
Cabot Corporation acquired 
a small, venture-backed, 
materials tech start-up in 
Albuquerque four years ago. 
We make nanostructured elec- 


trocatalyst materials and MEAs, 


basically the core of a fuel cell. 
I was with Texaco and Chevron 
for 20 years in Alberta, 
Trinidad and Tobago, and 
Houston. Fuel cells are a very 
rewarding field and it has been 
exciting to be part of the 
tremendous advancements by 
auto and electronics compa- 
nies. I’ve been married for well 
over 20 years and have two 
daughters in university, at Penn 
State and the University of 
New Mexico.” 
greg_romney@cabot-corp.com 


Mohan Munasinghe, MA 
(econ.) 75, is a co-recipient 

of the 2007 Nobel Peace Prize 
as Vice Chairman of the 
Intergovernmental Panel on 
Climate Change (IPCC), a 
United Nations think tank. 
Mohan received the Nobel Prize 
with his IPCC colleagues and Al 
Gore for their efforts to create 
and disseminate greater knowl- 
edge about and to counteract 
climate change. Mohan is also 








Chairman of the Munasinghe Institute for Development in 


Colombo, Sri Lanka, a non-profit body that provides student 


scholarships and conducts research and training on climate 


change and sustainable development. He earned post-graduate 


degrees in engineering, physics and development economics 





QQ Marija Scekic, BFA (contemporary dance), lives 

in Djakovo, Croatia. Marija is the founder and artistic 
director of Histeria NOVA Artistic organization, based in 
Zagreb, and works as choreographer, dancer, dance teacher 
and independent producer. In 1999, she won the Concordia 
Contemporary Dance Prize. One year later, Marija returned to 
Croatia and began her professional career. In 2006, she cap- 
tured the Croatian Association of Dramatic Artists’ Award for 
the best dance creation for “SJENA” (above) and in November, 
received a Special Acknowledgment for “Modulation-shape 2” 
for innovative artistic expression for environment protection 


from the European Commission and Zagreb’s Small and Medium 


Entrepreneurs Association. “My deep passion for analyses of 
movement energy transformation (human, air or planetary) 
fused into choreography in early 1996 during my studies in 
contemporary dance, electroacoustics and planetary geology 
at Concordia. Since that time, | have continued to work in the 
same direction and self-produced many original works, from 
full-evening dance choreographies and solo performances to 
educationally designed programs and multimedia events.” 


from Cambridge University in the United Kingdom, the 


Massachusetts Institute of Technology, McGill University and 


Concordia. Mohan is the first Sri Lankan to receive the Nobel 


Peace Prize. 


f? Edward Davidson, 
BComm, lives in 
Sebring, Fla., and is Managing 
Director for EMFEC Group, a 
company that offers real estate 
services, residential and com- 
mercial loans and investment 
management. “While at 
Concordia, I was the Garnet 
Key Society Vice-President, 
Finance Society President, 
Commerce Students 
Association publisher, on 

the Commerce View Board of 
Directors, a Concordia Centre 
for Management Studies mem- 
ber and on the Faculty Council. 
I’ve been married for 22 years, 
and we have two daughters, 

16 and 16. My eldest daughter, 
Emily, is starting a degree in 
cellular and molecular biology 
at Florida State University 
(they use Concordia colours). 

I would like to hear from with 
Godwin Kruitwagen, Charles de 
Kovachich, Zsolt Ferenze and 
the rest of the CSA crew.” 
erdavidson@hotmail.com 
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ik Seiji Kawashima, 
BComm, is Senior 
Manager for Sijitz Canada 
Corporation in Toronto. “I work 
in finance and accounting for 
an import/export company. I’m 
of Japanese origin and am now 
a Canadian citizen. I have a big 
appetite for international cui- 
sine and enjoy short-distance 
hiking and reading.” 


Ramon Rincones, BEng 
(mech.), lives in Barquisimeto, 
Venezuela. “In 1999, my 

wife and I founded Integral 
Services 2000, C.A., a national 
and international logistics ser- 
vices and engineering consult - 
ing company. From 1986 to 
2006, I did graduate studies in 
railways (in England and 
France), industrial engineer- 
ing, international commerce, 
business administration, 
marketing and logistics. Since 
2001, | have taught part-time 
at Fermin Toro University in 
Cabudare, Venezuela, in the 


mechanical engineering 
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department. I am very proud 

of my education at Concordia. 

It showed me the way to become 
a great professional.” 


ik Joshua Lebofsky, BFA, 
was the only Canadian 
recipient of a Grand Prize in the 
John Lennon Songwriting 
Contest in the world music cat- 
egory for his song, The Briss, in 
September. Judges included Al 
Jarreau, Bob Weir of the 
Grateful Dead and Fergie of the 
Black Eyed Peas. The Briss 
blends jazz, world music and 
funk elements and is inspired 
by an Ivory Coast pygmy tribe's 
circumcision song. It appears 
on Joshua’s independently 
released CD, Play a Little Prayer, 
a collection of 10 original works 
founded loosely on the theme of 
prayers. Joshua is a Montreal - 
based singer-composer and 
multi-instrumentalist who has 
performed across Canada, the 
United States and Europe. 


Chris Zisis, BA (comm. stud- 
ies), is an account executive for 
HMR in Brisbane, Calif., and 
lives in Pleasant Hill. “My wife 


and I just celebrated our 20th 
wedding anniversary. We have 
two girls, 12 and 14,. | work for 
an environmental company in 
the San Francisco Bay area and 
drive a Honda Civic Hybrid.” 


iq Lyne Marie Larocque, 
BA, writes, “After I fin- 


ished my BA in Soviet Studies 
at Concordia, I went on to do 

a master’s degree at Carleton 
University at the Institute for 
Soviet and East European 
Studies. I returned to Montreal, 
where I started a PhD at UQAM 
in the Sociology of Religion, but 
teaching got in the way, and 

[ have not finished my thesis. 

I now am tenured at Vanier 
College in Ville Saint-Laurent, 
Que., where I teach sociology. 

I truly enjoy this job and my life!” 


Z2ZOTH REUNION 


it Marie-Pierre Ayoul, 
BFA (art ed.), GrDip (art 


ed.) go, lives in Lachine, Que. 
“After working as a high school 
art teacher for seven years, 

I started my own business and 


have been self-employed for 


Call for Nominations 


Concordia Sports Hall of Fame 


Deadline: January 31, 2008 


For more information, visit a/umni.concordia.ca 
for or call 514-848-2424 ext. 3857. 


Alumni Recognition Awards 


Deadline: January 31, 2008 


For more information, visit 


athletics.concordia.ca/cuaa/alumniawards 


or contact Jennifer Cottin at 


jennifer.cottin@concordia.ca or 


514-848-2424 ext. 3882. 
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the past 10 years as a decorative 
painter. I specialize in murals 
of all types, including for 
children’s bedrooms and 
reproductions of baroque 

era frescoes. I also do faux 

fini and trompe lel.” 
mariepierreayoul@yahoo.ca 


Gary Vegh, BSc (chem.), 
GrDip (ecotox.) 92, is Senior 
Environmental Toxicologist 
and his wife, Sarah Z. Sajedi, 
BSc (chem.) 91, is Director 

of Research & Development 

for ERA Environmental 
Consulting, Inc. (era- 
environmental.com) in 
Montreal. “My wonderful wife 
Sarah and I began the company 
in 1995 in Research Triangle 
Park, N.C. In April 2005, ERA 
opened its new research and 
development centre in Dollard 
des Ormeaux, Que., where we 
host our web-based environ- 
mental, health/safety and coat- 
ing/chemical distributors pro - 
grams and provide seminars. 
Currently, ERA is one of the few 
companies in North America 
that has a web-based, complete 
environmental management 
system. We are working with 
several industries to help keep 
records and report chemical 
emissions to the American and 
Canadian governments. This 
helps companies reduce chemi- 
cal emissions to meet stricter 
government regulations. On the 
home front, we now have five 
boys living in our Dollard 
home: our two children, two 
nephews from Florida (studying 
in Montreal) and our nanny 's 
son. Needless to say, it’s a busy 
household.” 


Of April Bulmer, MA 


(creative writing), lives 
in Cambridge, Ont. Her eighth 
book of poetry, Black Blooms, 
was published this fall by 
Serengeti Press (serengeti- 
press.ca). Another book, The 
Goddess Psalms, will follow in 
early 2008. aprilb@golden.net 


0] Kathleen Bowie, BA 
(ling. & psych.), lives in 
Oakville, Ont. “I am a speech- 
language pathologist at a chil- 
dren's treatment centre. | 
assess non-verbal children and 
set them up with computerized 
communication devices. I am 
the proud mother of a wonder- 
ful two-year-old, Liam, and we 
recently moved to a lovely resi- 
dential neighbourhood in 
Oakville. Would love to hear 
from my old friend Giorgia 
from linguistics classes!” 
kathbowie@hotmail.com 


Tracey (Reynolds) Green, BA 
(Eng. lit.), writes, “I recently 
relocated to Westbank, B.C., in 
the beautiful Okanagan Valley. 
I'm still working with Indian 
Affairs but now have a more 
relaxed lifestyle and have more 
time to enjoy my wonderful 


family.” 


Qf Natalie Andres, BSc 
(exer. sci.), writes, 
“After 12 years in B.C. lam 
leaving the province to follow 
my heart, relocating to Calgary 
to join my boyfriend. In August, 
I joined GE Capital Solutions as 
a Strategic Marketing Manager, 
responsible for using various 
marketing tools and techniques 
to assess the attractiveness 

of various segments within 

the Canadian oil, gas and 
construction industries and 
develop national growth 
strategies to increase volume 
generation from these targeted 


markets.” 


Rhonda Mullins, MA (media 
studies), a Montreal-based 
freelance writer and translator, 
was nominated for a 2007 
Governor-General’s Literary 
Award for Translation (French 
to English) for The Decline 

of the Hollywood Empire 
(Talonbooks), the English 
translation of Le déclin de l’em- 
pire hollywoodien (VLB éditeur ) 


by Hervé Fischer. The Canada 
Council for the Arts wrote that 
Rhonda, a Concordia University 
Magazine contributor, “deftly 
balances the author’s humor- 
ous, distinctly readable style 
with a wealth of information 
about the Hollywood empire.” 


Pierre Ouellette, 

EMBA, is Director, Learning 
Development, with L’Oréal in 
Clichy, France. “I have lived 

in Europe for the past six years, 
three years in Germany and 
thereafter in France. I’ma 
chartered organization 
psychologist and joined the 
Rouen School of Management 
as an organization behaviour 
and international human 
resources professor. After two 
years, I was invited by L’Oréal 
to present my research, and a 
few weeks later they made me 
an offer to join them to enhance 





their organizational develop- 
ment competencies. Drop mea 
line at pierre_ouellette_1@hot- 
mail.com: 


0 Geneviéve Neuville, 
BFA (jazz studies), 
lives in Montreal. “I am now 
a self-employed jazz musician 
(pianist and singer), playing 
for corporate gigs and wed- 
dings, and a private music 
teacher. | produced my first GD 
with original songs in 1999, 
Verglas et soleil, then traveled 
and lived in France and the 
Netherlands for five years. 
I received a grant from the 
Conseil des Arts et des Lettres 
du Québec in 2000. | gave birth 
to a wonderful son in 2002 in 
The Hague. My self-produced 
second album, Le bal des coinci- 
dences, is now available at 
cdbaby.com/cd/gneuville2.” 
genevieveneuville.ca 


10TH REUNION 


t Harry Partsafas, 
BComm (acct.), was 
appointed Process Manager for 
Finance and Administration for 
Brown-Forman Corporation in 
August in Louisville, Ky. Harry 
had previously spent eight years 
in the professional IT consult- 
ing services practices of 
Deloitte Consulting and Ernst & 
Young Consulting Services and 
as an independent consultant. 
He is also a Chartered 
Management Accountant and 
Chartered Administrator. 
Brown-Forman is the producer 
and marketer of alcohol brands, 
such as Jack Daniel’s, Canadian 
Mist and Southern Comfort. 


gg Eric Davison, BComm 
(finance), is a Senior 

Financial Analyst for Celanese 

Ltd. in Pasadena, Tex. “I gradu- 


7 Michel Painchaud, BA (psychology), is Director of Golf at Golf Town in St. Léonard, Que. He 
has been a Ganadian PGA member for the last four years. While at Concordia, Michel spent his 


summer months as an assistant professional at Hillsdale Golf and Country Club in Mirabel, Que. He 


was a successful amateur golfer during his high school years in Fairfield, Ct., and has recently com- 


peted in several professional circuits, including the Quebec PGA, Great Lakes and New England 


Tours. “I enjoy the challenges of playing competitive golf and the rewards of teaching novices and 


promising players the proper and latest techniques of the game. | plan to continue graduate studies to 


assist in my teaching and understanding of the athletic learning process, along with improving my 


own competitive frame of mind.” 


ated from Concordia while 
employed by Celanese Canada’s 
head office in Montreal. With 
the restructuring that was to 
shut down the Montreal office, 
I chose to relocate to 
Edmonton, where | spent about 
two and a half years. Wanting to 
work and live in a warmer cli- 
mate, the opportunity present- 
ed itself to relocate to Dallas, 
Tex. I spent five very enjoyable 
years there before recently 
relocating to the Houston area.” 


l} Patrick Boult, BComm 

(human resource mgmt.), 
lives in Milton, Ont. He was 
recently appointed Vice- 
President, Marketing and Sales, 
for Retirement Residences 
(retirementresidencesreit.com) 
in Mississauga, Ont. Patrick is 
responsible for providing 
strategic direction and leader- 
ship for community relations 
and outreach, prospecting and 
sales, advertising and promo- 
tional initiatives to Canadian 
businesses. 


Nora Salvaggio, BComm 
(mktg.), is Senior Brand 
Manager for Rémy Martin 
brands in Paris. “I was just 
transferred by Rémy Cointreau 
CLS from their New York office, 
where I managed the group’s 
champagne brands across the 
U.S. In my new role, I am work- 
ing on central marketing and 
product development initiatives 
with commercial responsibili- 
ties in the Americas. My hus- 
band, Kamil, completed an 
MBA at INSEAD this June and 
has founded a real estate com- 
pany. We are loving Paris but 
always welcome an excuse to 
visit Montreal.” 


()2 Arwa El-Kalout, BEd 
(TESL), was recently 
appointed ESL Head at the 
Maha English School in Doha, 
Qatar. 
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John Collins, S attendee 39, died in 
Montreal on September 16. After studying 
art at Sir George Williams, the Washington, 
D.C., native became the Gazette’s first editor- 


ial cartoonist in 1939. From then until his 
retirement in 1982, John drew more than 
15,000 cartoons for the daily. He won 
National Newspaper Awards in 1954, and 
1973, was a regular contributor to Saturday 
Night magazine and was founding president 
of the Lakeshore Artists Association. He is 
survived by his wife, Edna. John was 89. 


Thomas Edward Callary, L attendee 4,1, 
died in Calgary on July 3. Ed served in the 
Royal Canadian Navy during the Second 
World War, and worked in advertising and 
marketing in Quebec City and Montreal until 
his retirement in 1984. He is survived by his 
wife, Nicole, and his children, Stephen, 

L BA 68, Andrew, L BA 71, and Brigitte. 


John Gordon Mcintyre, L BA 50, died in 
Surrey, B.C., on August 17. John received a 
Business Management Certificate from the 
University of Western Ontario and a Diploma 
in Labour and Industrial Relations from 
McGill University. He worked for Shell 
Canada Limited for 33 years and Genstar, 
and then became Chairman and CEO of the 
B.C. Utilities Commission. John also had 
been Chairman of the Board of Directors at 
St. Paul’s Hospital in Vancouver and 
Chairman of the Board of Directors of the 
Richmond Gateway Theatre Society in 
Richmond, B.C. He is survived by his wife, 
Laurine, and his children, John, Kathryn, 
Jane, Robert and Sandra. He was prede- 
ceased by his son Thomas. John was 78. 


Menachem Dunsky, 5 BA 52, died in 
Montreal on September 4,. As a youth, 
Menachem attended the Jewish Folks Schule, 


lives in Dorchester, Ont. She is 


which his father had helped found. After 

Sir George Williams, he pursued graduate 
studies at New York University and the 
Parsons School of Design. In 1960, he 
founded Dunsky Advertising, which, for two 
decades, was the agency of record for the 
New Democratic Party of Canada. He was a 
founding member of the Trans-Canada 
Advertising Network and chairman of the 
Sadie Bronfman Centre. Menachem was an 
accomplished painter, avid skier and chef of 
Chinese food. He is survived by his former 
wife, Liliane, and his children, Ron, Ilan and 
Dan. Menachem was 77. 


Fr. Gerald Sinel, S BComm 52, died in 
Montreal on August 22. For 4,2 years, Father 
Jerry served faithfully as pastor or assistant 
at six local parishes: Holy Name of Jesus, 
Resurrection of Our Lord, Annunciation, St. 
Brendan, St. Malachy and St. Raphael the 
Archangel. He also served as chaplain of St. 
Mary’s Hospital in Montreal. He is survived 
by his brother, Don, and his sister, Lorraine 
McKenzie. 


Robert E. (Bob) Gariepy, S BComm 56, 
died in Bath, Ont., on May 18. A basketball 
star for the varsity Georgians, Bob went on to 
a successful group insurance career with 
Aetna and Great West Life. He is survived by 
his daughter, Joanne, MBA 91, and his son, 
David. Bob was 73. 


John Freund, L BComm 64, died in 
Montreal on October 14. Avalued member 

of the Concordia community, John was a 
long-time Loyola Alumni Association mem- 
ber and had been its president and represen- 
tative on Concordia’s Board of Governors. He 
had an extensive career as a financial planner 
and, more recently, ran Freund Financial 


Services. John is survived by his wife, 


Susanne, and his children, Gregory, Boomm 
89, Justine, BComm 88, and Jason, BGomm o2. 


John Gilman, S BA 68, died in Montreal on 
July 23. John was co-founder and CEO of 
FieldTurf, makers of an artificial surface used 
in dozens of professional and amateur sports 
fields across North America, including at 
Concordia’s Loyola Stadium. He is survived 
by his wife, Sue Ellen Shapiro, and his chil- 
dren, Jack, Kenny and Elissa. John was 65. 


Thomas Dyer Wilson, S BA 70, died in 
Orangeville, Ont., on August 29. Thomas 
gave 35 years of service to the Ford Motor 
Company of Canada. He is survived by his 
wife, Audrey, and children, Gordon, Alan 
and Diane. He was 75. 


Henry Ernest Sobotka, L BA (Eng.) 73, 
died in Huntingdon, Que., on July 8. In the 
1960s, the native of Vienna, Austria, attend- 
ed Loyola High School and College, where he 
was editor-in-chief of the Loyola News and 
the student handbook. After leaving Loyola, 
Henry worked in Canada, Europe and North 
Africa before eventually settling in Montreal, 
where he ran his own translation business. 
In the late 19708, he co-created a science- 
fantasy series for CBC Radio, Johnny Chase, 
which first aired two years ago on XM 
Satellite Radio. In his final days in hospital, 
Henry returned to read his beloved 
Montaigne, Rilke, Virgil and Lao-T'se in their 
original languages. He was 59. (For the full- 
length version of this reminiscence of Henry 
Sobotka by Don Ferguson, L BA 70, see 

In Memoriam at magazine.concordia.ca. ) 


Erika (Winkler) Edelstein, S BA 74, died 
in Montreal on September 30. She is survived 
by her husband, Eugene, and her children, 
Kim, Judi and Chaim. 


Deborah Kilpatrick, BComm 
(mktg.), lives in Montreal. After 
working for local search engine 
Mamma.com for six years, she 
opened dSideMarketing.com, a 
Montreal-based search engine 
optimization and marketing 


company. 


(}4 Cheryl McLean, MA 


(creative arts therapies), 
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the publisher and editor of the 
Canadian-based, open-access, 
peer-reviewed journal Creative 
Arts in Health, Training and 
Education (¢mclean.com), and 
created the blog Crossing Borders 
(ccahtecrossingborders.blogspot. 
com). From 2003 to 2005, Cheryl 
toured her original solo drama, 
Remember Me for Birds, about 
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aging, mental health and autono- 
my, and is set to re-launch the 
production. She is also a creative 
arts therapies educator and holds 
intensive training sessions, enti- 
tled Integrating the Creative Arts 
in Healthcare, twice yearly at the 
Windermere Manor in London, 
Ont. She will be teaching a 
course, Creative Responses to 
Death and Bereavement, at the 


University of Western Ontario in 
London in spring 2008. 


5 Diane Brochu King, MA 
(human systems inter- 
vention), writes, “One of our 
projects at Concordia in 2003 
was to do a five-year vision for 
ourselves. Amidst all of the typ- 
ical goals of seeing my children 
grow up with good values, a 


Sarah Valerie (Gammer) 
Gersovitz, GrDip (comm. 
studies) 78, MA (creative writ- 
ing) 82, died in Montreal on 
September 22. She is survived 
by her husband, Benjamin, and 
her children, Mark, Julia and 
Jeremy. 


John de la Mothe, BA 79, MA 
82, PhD go, died in Ottawa on 
August 3. John earned an MA 
in History and Sociology of 
Science and a PhD in Science, 
Technology and Public Policy 
from Concordia, and an MSc 

in the Economics of Industrial 
Innovation and S&T Policy from 
the University of Sussex in 
England. He was Associate 
Professor of Science and 
Government in the University 
of Ottawa’s Faculty of 
Administration, where he was 
also a Canada Research Chair in 
Innovation Strategy and found- 
ing director of the Program of 
Research in International 
Management and Economy and 
of the Program of Research on 
the Management of Innovation 
Systems. John is survived by his 
brother, Jim. He was 52. 


Nick Benjamin, attendee 85, 
died in Winnipeg on August 21. 
The Trinidad native became a 
two-time conference all-star 
and all-Canadian as an offen- 
sive tackle for the Concordia 
Stingers football team. In 1985, 
Nick was named Concordia Male 
Athlete of the Year. That same 


continued happy relationship 
and a satisfying career was my 
goal to be published. I’m happy 
to say that I achieved that goal 
this summer. I am one of 15 
authors in the international 
compilation Awakening the 
Workplace, vol. 2, released in July 
2007. My chapter, ‘Quiet 
Leaders Among Us,’ is a differ- 
ent take on leadership.” 


year, he was drafted first overall 
by the Ottawa Rough Riders. He 
was a member of the 1990 Grey 
Cup championship team, the 
Winnipeg Blue Bombers. After 
his nine-year CFL career, Nick 
became an entrepreneur and 
youth care worker in Winnipeg. 
He was inducted into the 
Concordia Sports Hall of Fame 
in 2005. He was 46. 


Norma Antonia (Engel) 
Sklivas, BA 96, MA (theol. 
studies) 99, died in Montreal 
on July 26. Norma retired in 
2000 after working in nursing 
and insurance. She was also a 
diocesan pastoral visitor and lay 
reader for the Anglican Church 
of Canada, and received a 
diploma in Pilgrimage and 
Spirituality from St. George’s 
College in Jerusalem. In 2002, 
Norma was appointed by 
Archbishop Andrew Hutchison 
to the Anglican Fellowship of 
Prayer Diocesan Representative 
for Montreal and the 
Ecclesiastical Province of 
Canada. Norma is survived by 
her husband, George, and her 
children, David, Howard and 
Caroline. She was 69. 


Anja Neuenhaus, BA (psych.) 
97, died during an emergency 
caesarean in Mexico City on 
June 20. Her son, Pablo, is 
doing well. 


Krista Tabacoff Stryland, 
BA 98, died September 20 in 


awakeningtheworkplace.com/ 
Awakening_the_workplace_V_2. 
html 


Marc-Andre Laverdiére- 
Papineau, BEng (software 
eng.), MASc 07, is now ona 
one-year AIESEC internship 
at Tata Consultancy Services 
in India. & 


Toronto. Krista worked at Bosley 
Real Estate’s Davisville branch. 
She is survived by her three- 
year-old son. Krista was 32. 


Anne (Johnson) Fish, 

BFA (studio art) 01, died in 
Montreal on September g. 
Throughout Anne's first career 
as a social worker and her sec- 
ond as an artist, her primary 


professional interest was child 
welfare. She served one term 
as Chair and, for many years, 
as a member of the Board 

of Directors of Tyndale-St. 
Georges community centre, an 
organization that works with 
disadvantaged families in Little 
Burgundy. Anne is survived by 
her husband, Colin Irving, and 
son, Douglas Fish. She was 71. 


In Touch 


New job? Just moved? Just married? Or maybe 
you simply want to let your former classmates 
know what you've been up to? Visit 


alumni.concordia.ca/cuaa/keepintouch 


Or send us, by mail or email, any information about yourself 
(don't be shy) you'd like to appear in Class Acts. 


Please include: your name (including name at graduation); 
year(s) of graduation and degree(s) from Concordia, Loyola 
or Sir George, and other universities; address, phone number 
and email address; and any other relevant personal or 
business info and messages that you'd like to appear. 


By email: alumni@alcor.concordia.ca Subject: Class Acts 


By mail: Class Acts, Advancement & Alumni Relations, 
Concordia University, 1455 De Maisonneuve Blvd. W., 


FB-520, Montreal, QC, H3G 1M8 


ACCOUNTING ALUMNI 


work. 
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The specialist tor challenging contract positions. 
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Sitcoms, Diets and Wiseguys 


ith references from 

the sublime (Auden, 

Shakespeare) to the 
nearly ridiculous (The Tony 
Danza Show, Lindsay Lohan), 
Concordia English instructor 
David McGimpsey, BA 88, MA 
90, proudly struts his high- 
brow heritage and lowbrow 
taste in his latest book of 





poetry, Sitcom (Coach 

House Books, $16.95). 
McGimpsey authored the 
award-winning study 
Imagining Baseball: America’s 
Pastime and Popular Culture 
(Indiana University Press, 
2000) and contributes regu- 
larly to the Globe and Mail and 
EnRoute magazine. Sitcom has 
been short-listed for the 
2007 A.M. Klein Prize for 
Poetry. (chbooks.com) 

How did skiing, which for 
centuries was a purely func- 
tional activity, turn into an 
exhilarating sport? In The 
Culture and Sport of Skiing: 
From Antiguity to World War II 
(University of Massachusetts 
Press, $26.95), E. John B. 
Allen, S BA 65, provides a 
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comprehensive history of 
skiing from its origins to the 
outbreak of the Second 
World War. He emphasizes 
the cultural impact on the 
sport's development, from 
Norwegian nationalism to 
the military’s role in Austria, 
India and Japan. Allen is 
professor emeritus of history 






amTIQ@ETY TS 


E. john B. Allen 


at Plymouth State University 
in New Hampshire. 
(umass.edu/umpress) 

Short Candles (Napoleon 
and Company, $18.95), 
the seventh book by Rita 
Donovan, BA (Eng.) 78, 
follows four decades of 
Suzanne Cardinal’s unusual 
life. From her youth to 
adulthood, Suzanne learns to 
cope with her special power 
of foresight and its accom- 
panying burdens. Books in 
Canada wrote, “[T]his 
is a book of breathtaking 
beauty.” Rita is an award- 
winning, Ottawa-based 
writer and teacher. 


(napoleonandcompany.com) 


concordia university magazine 


The science-fiction 
thriller Darwin's Paradox 
(Dragon Moon Press, 
$21.95), by Nina Munteanu, 
MSc (bio.) 79, explores the 
frightening prospect of an 
intelligent virus coupled 
with a self-aware artificial 
intelligence in a world that’s 


preoccupied with an indus- 





trial plague’s residual effects. 


Nina, a senior scientist with 
an environmental consulting 
firm in Vancouver, has pub- 
lished more than 50 scientif- 
ic papers, technical reports 
and guides. 
(ninamunteanu.com) 

From the visual environ- 
ment of Enlightenment 
philosopher Moses 
Mendelssohn to the Weimar 
Republic and the inventive 
modernist architecture of 
Erich Mendelsohn, Cyril 
Reade, MFA 82, cites major 
examples of the rich visual 
legacy of Berlin’s Jewish 
population throughout 
history in Mendelssohn to 
Mendelsohn: Visual Case 


Studies of Jewish Life in Berlin 
(Peter Lang AG, $86.97). 
Reade is an assistant profes - 
sor in the Department 

of Fine Arts at Rochester 
Institute of Technology 

in Rochester, N.Y. 


(www.peterlang.com) 
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He’s back! Passepoil, the 
adorable dog from the cre- 
ative imagination of Elaine 
Arsenault, BA 83, takes a trip 
to the vet with his master, 
Mademoiselle Madeleine, 
and cherished friend Mitaine 
the mouse in La petite frousse 
de Passepoil (Dominique 
et compagnie, $19.95). 

This is the fourth book in 
Arsenault’s award-winning 
children’s series, illustrated 
by Fanny and available in 
French. Arsenault manages 
Concordia’s Career and 
Placement Services. 


(dominiqueetcompagnie.com) 


Since it was established in 
1969, the Duke Diet & 
Fitness Center Residential 
Program in Durham, N.C., 
has become one of the 
world’s most successful 
weight management centres. 
Participants lose, on aver- 
age, one kilogram per week, 
and 8o per cent of the Duke 
participants surveyed one 
year after completing the 


Eastern European settings 
in his latest collection of 
short stories, A Grave in 
the Air (Thistledown Press, 
$18.95). Henighan, who 
won a McNally Robinson 
Fiction Prize in 2004, has 
contributed to The Walrus 
and the Times Literary 
Supplement, among other 
publications, and teaches 
Spanish-American litera- 
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French swear words (you'll 
have to look them up), all 


presented in a breezy format. 


(bookofeverything.com) 
Javier Valdés, BA 96, 

is a Montreal-based graphic 

designer, illustrator and 

photographer. His colourful 


illustrations enliven Jean- 
Yves Loude’s ABCDbétes 
(Editions les Heures bleues, 
$18.95), a French children’s 


Belinda Oldford, BFA o2. 
The short animated film, 
adapted from a story by 
Richard Kennedy and shown 
at the Montreal World Film 
Festival in August, blends 
elegant and subtle anima- 
tion with a gentle yet 
deep tale of mortality and 
humanity. 

Montreal-based writer 
Costas Samartzis, BA (Eng. 
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program had either main- 
tained or improved their 
weight loss. Now, program 
director Howard Eisenson 
and behavioural health 
director Martin Binks, BA 
(psych.) 86, explain the 
Duke approach in The Duke 
Diet (Ballantine Books, $32). 
Binks is also an assistant 
clinical professor in the 
Department of Psychiatry 
and Behavioral Sciences at 
Duke University. 
(dukediet.com) 


Stephen Henighan, MA 86, 


transports readers across 
time and borders and into 
dramatic Central and 


ture and culture in the 
School of Languages and 
Literatures at the University 
of Guelph in Ontario. 
(thistledownpress.com) 
Readers will have a tough 
time putting down Montreal 
Book of Everything (Macintyre 
Purcell Publishing Inc., 
$14.95), by Montreal 
journalist Jim Hynes, BA 
(journ.) 95, with its myriad 
list of Montreal factoids, 
such as the five coldest 
recorded days in its history 
G37-0 Giron |aninany rags 7, 
tops the list), and colourful, 
opinionated offerings, such 
as Wiseguy Wally’s top five 


underworld characters and 


ABCD hee 


book that teaches the alpha- 
bet through 26 poems, each 
featuring different animals. 
The book was presented at 
the 30th Salon du Livre de 
Montréal in November. 
(heuresbleues.com) 

An old man confronts 
the spectre of death in 
Come Again in Spring 
(National Film Board 
of Canada, $14.95), the 


first professional work by 





lit.) 06, has just published 
his first novel, Divining 
Inspiration (PublishAmerica, 
$17.36), in which two men 
try and make the most of a 
special moment in their 
lives. After being diagnosed 
with a terminal disease, a 
Greek Londoner visits 
Greece for the first time to 
learn about his ancestors, 
and experiences an 
epiphany as he waits in the 
Athens airport for his flight 
home. And a middle-aged 
writer tries to complete 

his novel before his 
inspiration vanishes. 


(publishamerica.com) @ 


concordia university magazine winter 2007/08 | 35 





Remembering Professor Michael Brian 


BY SANDRA Barnes, BA 77 


wo paperbacks occupy the 
| first row of my bookcase’s 

middle shelf: The Pelican 
Shakespeare Macbeth and the Signet 
Classic Shakespeare Antony and 
Cleopatra. I put them in that spot 
because | frequently refer to them 
to recall a passage, line or word. 
My cramped, penciled notes still 
crowd out the print, and despite 
the passage of more than 30 years, 
everything on the page continues 
to echo the voice of a wonderful 
teacher: Michael Brian. 

Professor Brian was the archetyp- 
ical English professor. His medium 
height and build were topped off by 
bushy black hair and a beard. He 


wore a permanent grin and spoke rather 


loudly with a British accent. He once 
observed that in Britain, accent gov- 
erned social class whereas in Canada, 
grammar defined it. 

Michael Brian’s apparel defied haute 
couture! He wore comfy brown suede 
hush puppies, grey flannels and a worn 
blazer that appeared faded because it 





The late Michael Brian, c. 1970s. 


were at least six or seven interpreta- 
tions of every Shakespeare line. He 
often invoked humour, sarcasm and 
body language to poke, pry and draw 
out the interpretations, symbols and 
imagery in practically every line of 
these two plays. A single word would 
often have several meanings. 


He invoked humour, sarcasm and body 
language to draw out the meanings 
and imagery in practically every line. 


was covered with chalk dust. I always 
imagined him removing it at year’s end 
and shaking it off outdoors. 

In 1974-75, we studied Macbeth dur- 
ing the first semester and Antony and 
Cleopatra after Christmas. The class- 
room was always crowded; none of us 
wanted to miss a word of his spellbind- 
ing lectures. But there was so much 
more to his classes. He insisted there 


Professor Brian would read a passage 
and then ask for its meaning “on the 
idiot level.” We soon learned the idiot 
level meant the literal interpretation 
any idiot could discern. Of course, 
many hands would go up at this point 
because this was always the easy part of 
his lesson. He was also fond of pro- 
nouncing phonetically the Roman 


numerals of the various acts and scenes. 
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He was like the British version of 
Victor Borge. 

In such a free-flowing class, there 
were bound to be differences. Two 
students sitting in front seats would 
argue with Professor Brian, but 
after a few sessions of this non- 
sense, he was able to smartly cut 
them off by assuming a boxing 
stance and jabbing the air three or 
four times. They got the message. 

To signal a change of pace during 
the second term, he once distrib - 
uted hectographed copies of the 
death scene from King Lear (Act V, 
Scene iii). We were puzzled by this 
gesture since we were midway 
through Antony and Cleopatra. He 
then read it with such feeling that it 
literally took our breaths away. We 
just sat there and enjoyed the sheer 

emotion the scene evoked. I recently 
re-read this passage after the sudden 
passing of a close friend. I, like Lear, 
could see no reason for such a death, 
and as I read it aloud, I could still hear 
Professor Brian recite: 

Why should a dog, a horse, 

a rat have life, 

And thou no breath at all? 

Thou lt come no more, 

Never, never, never, never, never. 

Professor Brian passed away on 
January 17, 2007. Besides the intellec- 
tual knowledge we gained in his class, 


we also discovered there’s more to life 


than the “idiot level.” Thank you, 
Michael Brian. You will be in our 
memories, not never, but forever. # 


Sandra Barnes, BA (history) 77, received 

a DipEd from McGill in 1978. She worked 
32 years at CN in Montreal and Edmonton 
and retired in 1993. She is now editor of 
Pensioners’ News and Railvets’ News 
in Edmonton. Sandra has two cats and is 
still a Montreal Canadiens fan. 


